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INTRODUCTIOH 
The purpose of this thesis is to study the press in Ethiopia. 
Ethiopia is an ancient kingdom, but very little is known about her, still 
less about her press. Probably there is not much to be known, for the 
press is still in its infancy, and source material is scarce and f.ragmen-
tary. 
The justification for this kind of study lies in the paradoxical 
truth that since so little is known, so much more has to be written. An 
attempt of this nature has to start somewhere with the hope that the 
beginning would not be the end. 
Ethiopia is a nation of ancient civilization, in ancient days hold-
ing Egypt as vassal. Much of her past is lost in the mist of antiquity. 
European knowledge of Ethiopia began very late in her history. David 
Buxton, in his book Travels in Ethiopia, points out that "bad books on 
Ethiopia are plentiful, good ones rare, and no part of Africa had suf-
fered so much or so long from ignorance and misunderstanding in the out-
side world."1 
Homer described Ethiopians as the furthest outposts of mankindJ 
the sun sets in their country, and the gods come to their banquets. 
(Odyssey, i, 22 ff.) 
Herodotus described Ethiopians as the people inhabiting the coun-
try immediately above Elephantine with Meroe as their capital. 
1. David Buxton, Travels in Ethiopia (London: Ernest Benn Limited, 
1951), p. 22. 
Periplus Maris Erythraei, an anonymous first-century manuscript, 
described the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean ports. In it we find the 
first reference to Axum, ancient capital of Ethiopia, and its seaport 
Adulis described as tta fair-sized village.u A Greek merchant, Cosmas 
Indicopleuster, visited Axum about A.D~ 525, and in his book Christian 
Topography he described Axum as a flourishing Kingdom. 
In 1520 a Portuguese Embassy came to Ethiopia under Rodrigo de 
Lima. Francisco Alvarez, a member of the Embassy, was the first to 
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produce a coherent and reliable work on Ethiopia which excited consider-
able interest in Europe. The Portuguese studied the language and wrote 
the history of the country. Pero Paez wrote Historia da Ethiopia. 
Jerome Lobo wrote Voyage to Abyssinia. The latter was later translated 
by Dr. Samuel Johnson. 
Ethiopian literature until 1900 was mainly in manuscript form. 
Goatskin was used for very important documents of court and church. 
Sheepskin was used for ordinary purposes. For some volumes, as many as 
two hundred goats must have been killed to supply the necessary parch-
ment. The ink was made of hot water extracts of gal. Reed nibs were and 
still are used as pens. Books were bound with thick wooden boards covered 
with leather. Many of these manuscripts are religious documents, and 
most of them are found today in the museums and libraries of Europe. 
Emperor Theoder collected close to a thousand volumes; they are now in 
the British Museum. Another one thousand volumes are in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale in Paris. Some two hundred fifty MSS are in the Vatican Library, 
and one hundred seventy-five in Leningrad.1 
1. Edward Ullendorff, The Ethiopians (London: Oxford University 
Press, 1900), pp. lLl-lLJ. 
The Ethiopian press was first born in Rome in 1513. J. Potken 
of Cologne set up a small Ethiopic printing press, and produced the 
Psalter, canticler, and some Old and New Testament hymns. 
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An Ethiopian, a monk by career and Tesfa Sion by name, arrived in 
Rome around 1540. He printed large parts of the Ethiopian New Testament 
in 1548 and 1549. 
Ethiopic characters were printed in Britain for the first time by 
Brian Walton. This first publication appeared in Walton's Introductio 
ad lectionem linguarum Orientalium. 
After the Expedition of Lord Napier against Theodoros (1867-1868), 
books and various stories were written by "journalists (including a vol-
ume by the Illustrated London News, containing a hundred illustrations.) 111 
Modern Ethiopia dates from the reign of Emperor Menllik II (1889-
1913). He was a great statesman and warrior. It was in his reign and 
with his support that the first Ethiopian newspaper came into existence. 
Unfortunately, many of the early newspapers and periodicals have disap-
peared without leaving any history of their existence except that they 
were founded on one day and died on another. Some lack even this rudi-
mentary tag. 
The contents of this thesis have been laboriously pieced together 
from fragmentary information. There is not even a pamphlet written on 
the Ethiopian press, to say nothing of books. Most of the material in 
this thesis is based on first-hand information. MUch has been collected 
1. Ibid., 19. 
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by writing letters to friends and by analyzing the newspapers and maga-
zines published in the country. Much time was also wasted in libraries 
looking for information that was never written. The largest known piece 
of written material on the Ethiopian press is less than five pages long. 
David Talbot, editor of the Ethiopian Heraid, devoted Chapter 28 of his 
book Emperor Haile Silassie _!: Silver Jubilee to "The Ethiopian Press.nl 
The chapter is only four-and-one-half pages long, and only the first 
two-and-one-half pages are devoted to the history of the Ethiopian press. 
The rest is a maze of fact and fiction. 
In her book, Ethiopia: A Cultur~l History, 2 the late Sylvia 
Pankhurst devoted a chapter to 11The Introduction of the Printing Press 11 , 
and listed some of the early papers and printing presses. 
A pampplet issued by the Ministry of Press and Information, Ethiopia: 
Facts and Figures (Addis Ababa, 1960), lists thirty-four publications. 
The list, entitled "periodicals," provides the year of foundation and the 
language in which the periodical is written. 
In her concise book, The Press in Africa3, Hellen Kitchen dismisses 
the Ethiopian and Eritrean presses in one-and-one-quarter pages, along with 
two erroneous charts. The frequencies of the papers and their circula-
tions are totally wrong. 
UNESCO's World Communications4 of Press, Radio, Film and Television 
1. David Talbot, Emperor Haile Silassie It Silver Jubilee (The 
Hague: W. P. Van Stockum and ZoO'Il,l935), pp. Dil-143. 
2. Sylvia Pankhurst, Ethiopia: A Cultural History (Woodford Green: 
Lalibela House, 1955), pp. 523-527. -
3. Hellen Kitchen, The Press in Africa (Washington D.C.: Ruth 
Sloan Associates, Inc., 1955}, pp. 23=26. 
4. UNESCO: World Communications {Paris: Georges Langer, 1956), 
pp. 34, 42, 63. 
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provides fragmentary information on the Ethiopian press. Ethiopia appears 
(on page 34) as a blank white space among "countries without national news 
agencies." There is no bureau of any of the "Jorld news agencies ( AP, 
INS, UP, Reuters, AFP, Tass) in the Empire. On page 42, Ethiopia appears 
among "countries not producing newsreels." The following chart is given 
on Ethiopia and Eritrea (page63). The chart is accompanied with a sixty-
word essay on the press, one hundred sixty-five word essay on the radio, 
and one hundred thirty-five word essay on mcwies and cinemas. 
Daily Total Daily 
Newspaper Circulation Production Consumption 
Press 3 6,700 N»>SPRINT 300 
Transmitters Receivers Metric Tons Per Year 
Radio 2 14,000R TELEVISION Transmitters Receivers 
Cinemas Feature Films 
Produced Total Addis Ababa 
Film 29 POPULATION 16,000,000 6oo,ooo (1951) 
ILLITERACY 9.5-99% 
Other references on the Ethiopian press include such publications 
as Editor and Publisher International Year Bookl and such books as John 
Merrill's ! Handbook of~ Foreign Press. 2 These two references give 
nothing more but wrong circulation figures. 
Such is the scarcity of information in the Ethiopian press that 
this short thesis is the largest piece yet written on the subject. 
1. Editor and Publisher International Year Book (New York: The 
Editor and PUblisher Co., Inc., 1960}, p. 458-. - --
2. John C. Merrill, A Handbook of the Foreign Press (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1959}; p. 330. 
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CHAPrER I 
History 
Ethiopia was a great power when recorded history began. In the 
Homeric poems the Aethiopes or "burnt faced men" are the "furthest of 
mankind." Herodotus described Ethiopia in his writings and divided its 
inhabitants into a straight-haired race and a woolly-haired race. The 
Ethiopian Queen of Sheba is recorded in the Bible (second verse of 
Chapter X of the First Book of Kings) as having gone to Jerusalem to 
visit King Solomon "with a very great train, with camels that bear spices, 
and very much gold and precious stones." According to Ethiopian history, 
after her return home Sheba gave birth to Solomon's son, Menelik I, first 
ruler of the Solomonic line of Ethiopian Emperors. His Majesty Emperor 
Haile Silassie I, the present ruler, is the 225th monarch of this 
Solomonic line. 
The Egyptians were probably the first outsiders to establish rela-
tions with Ethiopia. They came to Ethiopia from the west following the 
Nile, and carried back gold which was washed out of sandy streams. They 
also traveled by sea to Punt in the Somali Coast in search of incense, 
spice, ivory, and gold. The most famous of the Punt voyages was made 
during the reign of Queen Hatshepsat about the middle of the second mil-
lenium B. c. This voyage is inscribed in the Der el-Bahri Temple at 
Theber. 
In the third century B.C. Greek admirals were sent to Ethiopia by 
Ptolomy II and III of Egypt to explore the western coasts of the Red Sea. 
The Ftolomies established a trading port at Adhilis, the future port of 
the Kingdom of Axum. The Axumite Kingdom is first mentioned in the 
Periphis of the Erythraean Sea.1 The text is a description of the Red 
_.;.._...: __ -- - -- --
Sea and Indian Ocean Coasts. It was written in the latter half of the 
first century A.D. by a Greek speaking merchant. The author describes 
Axum, the capital of the Axumite Kingdom, and its seaport, Adulis, as 
"a port established by law, 11 "an island town and the first market for 
ivory.nl The text also describes Zoscales, the first known Ethiopian 
ruler, as a covetous and grasping man, but otherwise noble and imbued 
with Greek education. The kings who succeeded Zoscales subdued the 
Arabian shores in the straights of Aden and conquered Yemen. A little 
later, they defeated and occupied the old kingdom of Meroe. 
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The fourth century saw the zenith of Ethiopian power and achieve-
ment. The greatest event was the conversion of Ezana, the greatest king 
of the Axumite Kingdom, to Christianity. Christianity was brought to 
Ethiopia in 330 A.D. by Frumentius, a Phoenician called Abba Salama 
(Father of Peace) in Ethiopic literature. He was later consecrated 
first bishop of Ethiopia by St. Athanasius of Alexandria. Ezana's 
claim to greatness does not rest only in his proclamation of Christian-
ity as a state religion. His military campaigns were not less s~cess-
ful. He was also engaged in great building activities. It was he who 
built the famous obelisks at Axum. The story of the early kings of Axum 
has elapsed unrecorded. The only material relics they have left behind 
are the obelisks of Axum. The largest of these gigantic monoliths sur-
pass in size the largest obelisks in Egypt. Their purJose is unknown as 
1. Periphis of the Erythraean Sea, ed. Schoff, p. 22. 
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they are not inscribed. They are oblong in plan, and they terminate not 
in a pyramidal cap but in a crescent and disk. They are cut out of a 
single block of stone, and are decorated with an imitation door at the 
bottom, and above with several tiers of imitation windows. The largest 
of them exceeds one hundred feet in height. 
The acceptance of Christianity brought Ethiopia into contact with 
the Byzantine Empire. Justin I, the Byzantine Emperor, is said to have 
written to King Kaleb, King of the Axumites, asking him to come to the 
aid of Christians who were being persecuted by Dhu Nuwar, the last 
Hen~arite King. Kalab undertook a military expedition in 523 and 524 Wlich 
brought about the death of Dhu Nuwar and the end of South Arabian indepen-
dence which was made an Axumi te colony. 
The rise of Islam brought the decline and isol~tion of Ethiopia. 
The Muslims conquered Egypt in 6LO, and for almost a thousand years 
thereafter Ethiopia was isolated from the rest of Christendom, defending 
herself against Mohammedans to the north and east, and against pagan in-
vaders from the south. In Chapter XLVII of Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, Edward Gibbon wrote, 11Encompassed on all sides by the enemies of 
their religion, the Aethiopians slept near a thousand years, forgetful of 
the world by whom they were forgotten." 
The Muslim conquest drove out Ethiopia from South Arabia, the Red 
Sea and the Nile-Atbara region. Adulis was destroyed never to rise again. 
Ethiopia waa imprisoned within its great mountain masses. The traditional 
sea routes were closed, and outside contact was severed. The period fol-
lowing the Muslim conquest is known as the Dark Ages of Ethiopia. 
The Dark Ages began to lift with the accession to power of the 
Zagwe Dynasty (1137-1270). This was an un-Solomonic and intrusive line 
of kings who reigned when the Solomonic line was interrupted for some 
three hundred years. They built the rock-hewn churches of Lalibella, 
considered by many as one of the eight wonders of the world. The lar-
gest of these churches, Medhane Alem, is 110 feet long, 77 feet wide, 
and 35 feet high. 
The Solomonic line was restored to power in 1270. The restored 
dynasty brought about a literary, military, and religious renaissance 
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to the country. Hymns and prayers such as Praises of Mary and the Organ 
of the Virgin, theological texts such as the Book of Light and the 
Faith of the Fathers, history books such as the Kebre Negest (History of 
the Kings), and such translations as Joseph ben Gorion's History of the 
Jews were scribed on goatskins. Wars and skirmishes were waged against 
the Muslim invaders, and attempts were made to create a far-flung em-
pire. Many monasteries were built of which Debre Libanos, founded by 
Ethiopia's most revered saint, Tekle Haymonot, is the most famous. Vic-
tory against Islam brought conversion to Christianity and a fusion of 
the Solomonic Dynasty and the Coptic Church has left a strong precedent 
to the present day. 
At the beginning of the sixteenth century, the Muslim conquest was 
again on the ascent. In 1516 the Ottoman Sultan Selim conquered Egypt and 
received the submission of the Hejjaz. Soon afterwards Ahmed ibn Ibrahim 
el Gha~i, surnamed Ahmed Gran (the left-handed), attacked Ethiopia with 
Turkish support. Gran was a soldier of a very remarkable calibre. The 
Turks gave Gran the latest firearms the use of which was catastrophic to 
Ethiopia. The whole of Ethiopia was overrun. The treasure fortresses 
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were captured and the accumulated wealth of the kingdom was carried off. 
The churches and monasteries were looted. Nine men out of ten renounced 
the Christian Faith, and turned Mohammedan. 
Ethiopia appealed to her Portuguese ally.l In 1541 Portugal sent a 
fleet and a force of 450 musketeers under the command of Christopher da 
Gama, son of the famous Vasco. Ahmed Gran attacked,and more than half of 
the Portuguese, including Christopher da Gama, were killed. The surviv-
ing Portuguese joined forces with ~ing Claudius, and a year later the co~ 
bined forces attacked Gran near Lake Tana. Gran ventured too close to 
the Portuguese, and he was shot down. The Muslims were vanquished, and 
Claudius reconquered his kingdom. 
Meanwhile, two events were in the making. One was the Great Galla 
migrations which were to become the dominant feature during the next 
three centuries. The other was a period of anarchy, commonly known in 
Ethiopian history as Zememe Massifint (Period of the Nobles), 1769-1855. 
These new events created chains of civil wars and weakened the Empire. 
The Period of the Nobles was brought to an end by a peasant whose 
mother, like many other poor people~ sat in dusty and smelly markets sell-
ing Kosso, a plant used as a cure for tapeworms. Her son, Kassa, became 
Emperor Theodore II on Fe~ary 7, 1855. Theodore set himself three aims: 
to break the power of the nobles, to destroy or convert the Galla inva-
ders, and to expell all Muslims who would not adopt the Christian Faith. 
1. In 1520, in the reign of King Lebne Oengel, a Portuguese e~ 
bassy had arrived in Ethiopia, and a treaty was made. The chaplain of 
this embassy, Francisco Alvarez, later published a complete account and 
description of the voyage and of conditions in Ethiopia. 
The annals of Ethiopian history have recorded no ruler like 
Theodore who consumed his energies to cement Ethiopian unity. Unfor-
tunately, Theodore was not tempered, and on that account lost the mis-
sion of his life. When raged, he used to order the persecution of 
prisoners. This turned the wrath of the people against him. 
In 1862 the British Government sent Captain Cameron to the court 
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of Theodore. Theodore wrote letters to Queen Victoria and to Emperor 
Napoleon asking the establishment of Ethiopian embassies in Great Britain 
and France respectively. Neither the British nor the French answered the 
letter. Theodore took this as a personal insult to himself. As a retal-
iation, he threw Cameron and other Europeans into prison. 
The British Government sent Hormuzd Rassam to obtain the release 
of the prisoners. Theodore seized Rassam, and placed him in iron 
anklets and fetters. He then locked his prisoners into his fortress at 
Magdalla. The British sent a rescue force of 16,000 combat troops under 
Sir Robert Napier late in 1868. Theodore's army was vanquished at the 
Battle of Magdalla on April 13, 1867. Theodore shot himself as the 
British entered his fortress on Easter Monday. 
The history of modern Ethiopia begins with Menelik II (1889-1913). 
He bought modern weapons for his troops and conquered the rich Galla 
Country to the south and west of his kingdom. He introduced the tele-
graph and telephone, electricity, modern banking system, a hospital, and 
a railway into Ethiopia. Above all, it was during his reign and under 
his sup::rvision that the first Ethiopian newspaper, Aimro (Intelligence), 
and Le Semeur d 1Ethiopie were established. 
Menelik's greatest achievement is the Battle of Adowa. Italy signed 
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with Menelik the Treaty of Uccialli in 1889. The treaty was designed to 
eliminate existing difficulties, but it proved a source of trouble when 
it was discovered that the Italian copy of the treaty gave the Italians 
the right to administer Ethiopian foreign policy, while the Ethiopian 
copy merely said that Menelik could ask for Italian advice and help if 
he so desired. The Italian text stated that Menelik "consents to use" 
the Italians as intermediaries, while the Amharic text,the only one 
signed by both parties, said Menelik "may use. 11 In 1893 Menelik de-
nounced the treaty, and in 1895 war broke out. On February 29, 1896, 
the Italian army of 17,700 men, of whom 10,596 were white, attacked 
Menelik at Adowa under the command of Italian General Oreste Baratieri. 
The Italians were defeated with casualties amounting to 6,600 killed, of 
whom ~,600 were Italians, and the rest native troops from Eritrea. A 
total of 1,760 Italians were captured, and 500 were wounded.l This is 
the first time in history that a white army was defeated by a black one. 
Italy neither forgot nor forgave the ignominy of Adowa. 
Menelik died on December 12, 1913 leaving the ghrone to his grandson, 
Lij Eyasu. Eyasu was a playboy. He also exhibited Mohammedan tendencies 
in Christian Ethiopia. He was deposed and imprisoned with golden chains 
that befitted his royal rank. In his place, Zanditu, daughter of Menelik, 
was crowned Empress on February 11, 1917. 
Rivalry for power broke out among the Empress, the Regent (now 
Emperor), and the aged Minister of War, Fitaurayi Hapte Giorgia. Their 
rivalry continued for ten years. Death removed the Fitaurayi in 1926. 
1. 
(London: 
The figures are taken from: Palson Newman, Ethiopian Realities 
George Allen and Unwin Ltd., 1936), pp. ~~-L5. 
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The three-cornered struggle turned into a tug-of-war, and the balance 
moved in favour of the Regent. On April 12, 1930, Empress Zauditu 
died. The Regent was crowned Emperor on November 2. Five years later 
Mussolini invaded Ethiopia, and his soldiers entered the capital on 
r.fay 5, 1936. Ethiopia was liberated on May 5, 1941. 
The People 
In the words of Conti Rossini, "'lAbissinia e'un museo di popoli. 111 
The Ethiopian plateau was originally inhabited by a people of 
Hamitic stock. In prehistoric times, probably in the first half of the 
first millennium B.c., Arab tribes from Yemen crossed the Red Sea and 
landed on the African coast. One of these tribes, the Habashat, gave 
its name to the country. Abyssimia is the Europeanized version of 
Habash meaning 11medly11 in Arabic. Another tribe, the Agiazi, gave the 
name Ge'ez to the classical language of the country. Ge'ez is the li-
turgical language of the Ethiopian Coptic Church. 
In time, the Arab tribes intermarried with the Hamitic tribes. The 
offspring inhabited the Ethiopian plateau. They are predominantly 
Semitic in culture and predominantly Hamitic in blood. The Semitized 
Hamitic people were consolidated into the Kingdom of Axum. They spoke a 
Semitic language and wrote in the Sabean alphabet which they brought from 
their homeland. To this group belong the Tigre and Amhara tribes. They 
constitute about a third of the population and inhabit the Northern 
plateau of the Empire. They are Semitic-Hamitic by race and Coptic 
1. Ullendorff, op. cit., p. 33. 
Christians by faith. The Amharas are the ruling race, and their language, 
Amharic, is the official language of the Empire. 
The Axumite Kingdom was first heard of in the first century A.D. 
It was converted to Christianity in the fourth century. In the seventh 
century, Axum was cut off from the sea by the rise of Islam. The King-
dom turned its energies southwards and conquered the central plateau. 
The center of gravity was originally at Axum in Tigre Province. Then 
it moved south to Gondar, north of Lake Tana. In 1883 it moved still 
south to Addis Ababa in Showa Province. 
In the sixteenth century, African tribesmen of Hamitic origin 
raided and infiltrated the Empire from the south. These were the Galla 
tribes, a distinct racial type in their origin and language. Today 
about Lo% of the nation belongs to this tribe. The majority of Gallas 
are Mohammedan. They are peasants tilling the lands which belong to 
the ruling Ambraras. 
In the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Emperor Menelik II 
conquered and incorporated the Danakils in the east, the Somalis in 
the southeast, and the Shankillas in the west. The Danakils and the 
Somalis are nomadic people. They are tall,slim, and erect. They are 
very different from other Ethiopian tribes in custom and costume. The 
Shankillas number some six million. They are negroid by race, and pagans. 
They live in the arid plains of the Sudan border and in the area north 
of Lake Rudolf. In the past they furnished the slave labour which was 
desperately needed by the arrogant and work-hating Amharas. They are 
still the underdog. 
The Guragges and the Falashas are of uncertain origin. Both are 
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highlanders. The former live south of Addis Ababa, and the latter live 
northeast of Lake Tana. The Guragges are a hard-working people, and 
they supply much of the manual labour needed in the capital. Their 
name has become synonymous with "coolie." 
The Falashas are referred to as the Black Jews of Africa. They 
still practice the Jewish religion with all its rites and ceremonies. 
Return to the Promised Land is part of their belief. 
Population census has never been taken in Ethiopia. Hence, all 
population figures are guesses and estimates. The Empire of Ethiopia 
has an estimated population of 20,000,000. According to the Encyclopedia 
Americana, there are 20,000 foreigners, as estimated, in the country. 
"According to official figures, 57 per cent of the population is Coptic 
Christian, 17 per cent Muslim, and 2.5 per cent pagan."1 
The people of Ethiopia live on past glories. The press con-
stantly reminds them of their 3,000 years of independence, their Semitic 
origin, their early Christianity, their rock-hewn churches and cloud-
piercing steles. 
Ethiopia is "a land of bowing whites and arrogant blacks. 11 The 
people are "withdrawn and shame-faced and behave with a comical dignity, 
whether they are minister or bare-footed doormen. 112 
There seems to be a tendency to focus the attention of the people 
1. Americana Corporation, USA, 1958, Vol. X, p • .543. (It seems to 
. the writer of this thesis that the Christian population is overestimated 
and the Muslim population underestimated.) 
2. John Buchliolzer, The Land of Burnt Faces. (London: Arthur 
Barker Ltd., 19.5.5), p. 22. - ---
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on past glories rather than hurrying them forward. The following is not 
only what the people believe but also what the Government does not want 
them to forget: 
The Land 
The Ethiopians are a proud and aristocratic race; 
descending, as they believe, from early nobility. They 
are of the first known peoples to accept Christianity 
and have been able to retain their independence for 
over 3,000 years. They asked nothing of the rest of 
the World but to be allowed to go their way in peace. 
They have recovered miraculously from a devastating 
invasion in recent years, and their pride is readily 
understandable.l 
The history of Ethiopia is moulded by its geographic features: 
The barren burning deserts that fringe the cen-
tral plateau, the complexity of mountain ranges and 
river chasms that isolate province from province, 
making intercommunication slow and arduous, the varie-
ty of temperature and rainfall that endows it with 
so many different fruits of the earth, all these 
physical features have assisted its independence, 
diversified its inhabitants, endowed them with quali-
ties of vigour and self-reliance, and at the same 
time imposed upon them the corresponding drawback of 
lack of cohesion and co-operation, of over-conficence 
and arrogance. All these, true of centuries of her 
history, are equally true of the Ethiopia of today.2 
Ethiopia is located between 5° and 15° north latitude and 35°and 450 
east longitude. It includes the autonomous territory of Eritrea which 
under the sovereignty of the Ethiopian Crown was federated with Ethiopia 
on September 15, 1952, after a United Nations General Assembly vote in 
1. Government publication (EAL ad), Land of the Lion of Jordah 
(Addis Ababa J Connnercial Printing Press), p:--5' .- -- -- -
2. Christine Sandford, Ethiopia Under Haile Silassie (London: 
J. M. Dent and Sons, Ltd., 1946), p. 8.---
December 1952. Formerly landlocked, Ethiopia has now an outlet to the 
Red Sea through the Eritrean ports of Massawa and Assab. 
Ethiopia is bounded on the northeast by Eritrea which borders on 
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the Red Sea, in the east and southeast by the Somalilands, in the south by 
Kenya, and in the west by the Sudan 
Ethiopia, including the federated territory of Eritrea, has an area 
of 1,230,000 sq. km. (~oo,ooo sq. miles), and this is about the size of 
France and Germany combined. 
The count~ consists of a series of tablelands (5,500 - 9,000 ft.) 
intersected by numerous ranges of high and rugged mountains (12,000-
15,000 ft.). The vast mountain massif has "for many centuries enabled 
the people to live in isolation from the outside world and to stem the 
flood of advancing Islam."1 The central plateau, which constitutes by 
far the greater part of inhabited Ethiopia, stands like an island in the 
middle of a sanqy desert. 
Ethiopia lies within the tropic&, but its nearness to the equator 
(250 miles) is counterbalanced by the elevation of the land. The mean 
range of temperature is 60° F. for the rainy season and 70° F. for the 
dry season. 
There are two basic seasons in Ethiopia, the dry and the rainy. 
The rainy season is divided into the "small rains" and the "big rains. 11 
The small rains are generally intermittent showers occurring during 
February and March. The big rains, which comprise some 80 per cent of 
1. Ullendorff, op. cit., p. 2~. 
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the total rainfall, usually start during the middle of June and last until 
the end of September. The growing season begins within a few days after 
the end of the rains and reaches its peak onwards in February. The little 
rains usually occur at the end of the intense growing season. 
Ethiopians divide their country into three main zones according to 
altitude and vegetation. Dega is the temperate zone of the highlands, 
1,000 feet and above. Here sheep are raised; wheat and barley are grown. 
Woyna Dega ("highlands of the vine 11 ) is the intermediate zone and its 
altitude ranges from 5,000 to 1,000 feet. Here oranges and cereals are 
grown. Quolla is the low-lying, deep valleys with altitudes ranging 
less than 5,000 feet. Here, coffee, banana, 11 teff,"l and sorghum are 
grown. 
Geographic features have stratified the Ethiopian society. The 
upper classes, Amharas, Tigres, and Gallas, live in the central plateau. 
The lower clans, Danakils, Somalis, and Shankillas, live in the arid 
deserts and semi-deserts surrounding the fertile plateau. 
The central plateau itself is stratified in accordance with altitude 
and vegetation. The presently ruling Amharas and the once ruling Tigres 
live in the cool and luxurious climate of the Dega and Woyna Dega. The 
peasants, serfs and tenants, mostly Gallas, live in the hot Quolla region. 
The different physical features of the country are sharply and 
clearly cut. So are its inhabitants. The Amharas and the Tigres are 
dominantly Semitic. They are the makers of Ethiopian history. Axum, 
Gondar, Adows, and Lallibela belong to them. They are monophysite 
1. A kind of cereal, called in Latin poa Abyssinica. 
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Christians. They shun manual work, for their role has been to fight 
and protect the Empire and their serfs. The Gallas are dominantly 
Hamitic. They are the immigrant invaders of four centuries ago. They 
have been reconquered and subdued in the last half of the nineteenth 
century. Their main stay is agriculture. They are dominantly Moham -
medans. In addition to race, religion, occupation, and historical back-
ground, they are different from the Amhara and the Tigrians in custom 
and dress. 
The physical and tribal stratifications have been solidified for 
centuries by lack of inter-cummnications and tribal animosities. 
The immense disadvantage which the geographic, tribal, and socio-
economic differences have placed on the Ethiopian press is obvious. 
These differences have encouraged regional and tribal rather than national 
newspapers. No such newspaper exists in Ethiopia. The Government, in 
its efforts to unify the melting-pot, is against regionalism and tribal-
ism. Unfortunately, illiteracy, lack of capital, and above all censor-
ship have discouraged the growth and development of a national press. 
Currengy 
Prior to 1936, the standard coins Df the Ethiopian Empire were the 
¥~ria Theresa Thaller and the Menelik Dollar. 
The Maria Theresa Thaller is a silver dollar stamped with the head 
of the Austrian Empress of the eighteenth century. The coin was intro-
duced into Ethiopia around 1850. It weighs 28.0668 grains, L33-l/L grains, 
0.8333 fine, and worth in u.s. currency about $2.LO. 
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In 1896 Emperor Menelik defeated Italy at the Battle of Adowa. He 
was paid an indemnity of 10,000,000 lire in silver. Menelik minted this 
silver into what became to be known as the Menelik Dollar, bearing the 
Lion of Judah on one side and his effigy on the other. It was equal in 
size with the Maria Theresa Thaller, but worth in u.s. currency 48¢. 
Menelik also minted a half-dollar silver coin, alad, and two copper coins, 
rub (one quarter-dollar) and tamoun (piaster). 
Though the dollar existed in two varieties, the Menelik Dollar never 
became popular and went out of use after the death of its founder. The 
Maria Theresa Thaller is still in popular and extensive use in some parts 
of the Em9ire. Just before the Italian occupation some 5o,ooo,ooo of it 
is estimated to have been in circulati,Jn. From 1908 to 1916 it was about 
ten to the ~. In 1919 it rose 5 to the b. Between 1920 and 1925, it varied 
from 6.50 to 11.50 to the b. After 1925 it fell to 16 a ~. Today it is, 
in the black market, 5 to the n. 
The Maria Theresa dollar also serves as the unit of weight. The 
weight of one dollar (an ounce) is the wokett. The weight of 600 dollars 
is the farasula (37.5 lbs.). 
During the war there was a high drainage on the Maria Theresa Thaller. 
The coin ceased to flow from Austria, and the Ethiopians worsened the 
drainage; some melted it down for jewelry. Others hoarded and buried large 
sums, and died without having time to reveal the whereabouts of their 
wealth. All this brought an artificial shortage of the dollar, raised the 
export price of the products of the country to an unsalable rate in Europe. 
During the Italian occupation (1936-1941), ·the lira became the offi-
cial currency. In 1941, both the Maria Theresa Thaller and the East African 
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shilling were made legal tender. 
A currency reform was carried out, and the Ethiopian dollar of 
100 cents was created. On July 23, 19~5, Ethiopia's judicial newspaper, 
Negarit Gazetta, No. 76, established the Ethiopian dollar, equal in 
value to 5.52 grains of fine gold, as the single monetary unit of the 
Empire. This, of course, was a far cry from the practice where bars of 
salt and cartridges, to say nothing of the Maria Theresa Thaller, are 
widely used. 
In September 19~9, the Ethiopian dollar was pegged to the American 
dollar, and its value fixed at ~0¢ in u.s. currency. 
The first Ethiopian newspapers came into existence when the Maria 
Theresa Thaller and the Menelik Dollar were the legal tender. In 1929 
Berhanina Selam, a weekly newspaper, sold for five Thallers annual sub-
scription and two piasters a copy.l 
Language 
Ethiopia is a museum of languages. Geographical features and tribal 
differences have encouraged tiny ethnic nuclei to develop as stratified 
societies. This diversity of languages, coupled with illiteracy, has 
placed the Ethiopian press in immense disadvantage. Over thirty dif-
ferent languages, to say nothing of dialects, are spoken in the country. 
The press has so far employed only two native languages spoken by less 
than one-third of the nation. 
A glance at the language map inside the front cover, illustrates the 
plurality and diversity of the main Ethiopian languages. There are three 
1. See the photostat copy facing page 52. 
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language familiesr Cushutic,Semitic, and Nilotic. The Semitic island 
stretches from Eritrea to Addis Ababa surrounded by a vast Cushutic sea. 
The Nilotic stretches along the arid plains of the Sudanese border. 
The Cushutic and Nilotic language families are spoken by a numeri-
cal majority, but neither have any script, and they are not employed by 
the press. 
There are seven different languages in the Semitic family. Of these, 
Amhavic and Tigrigna are employed by the Ethiopians and Eritrean presses. 
Both languages grew out from the official and literary language of 
Ancient Ethiopia, Ge 1ez. 
Ge 1ez is of Semitic origin, resembling in roots, structure, and 
grammatical forms the ancient South Arabian dialect of the H~arites. 
The alphabet consists of 26 consonants and seven vowels and 2~ of these 
letters may be traced back to Arabic. Words are separated by two dots. 
The end of a sentence is marked by four dots. The mode of writing is 
from left to right, the reverse having been the practice before the intro-
duction of Christianity into Ethiopia. About 330 A.D. Ge'ez had ten 
conjugations, eight of which answer to those of Arabic, the fifth and 
sizth being peculiar. 
Ge'ez was the spoken and the written language of the Axumite King-
dom (third to eighth centuries). The life of Ge'ez as a spoken language 
was short as was the full bloom of the Axumite Empire. 
Ge 1ez is the Latin of Ethiopia. It is still used in the Ethiopian 
Coptic Church as Latin is used in the Roman Catholic Church. A few people 
of education and learning still use this liturgical language for certain 
documents. 
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Literature in Ethiopia means Ge•ez literature. The Ethiopian ver-
sion of the Gosoels was made about A.D. 500, and shows traces of Arabic. 
The Ge'ez Bible contains 81 books, 46 of the Old Testament, and 35 of the 
New. The oldest known book in Ge•ez is a manuscript written in the time 
of Yukuno Amlak (1270-1283). The New Testament in Ge•ez was first published 
in Rome in 1548. 
After the fall of the Axumite Kingdom, what little power there still 
existed began to shift southwards. In the fourteenth century a dynas-
tic change made Amharic the language of the court, and Ge'ez ceased to 
be the vernacular. 
Amharic is the official language of the Ethiopian Empire. It is 
spoken predominantly by Coptic Christians occupying the Central Plateau. 
The alphabet is made up of 33 letters multiplied by seven vowels, plus 
four labio-velars multiplied by five vowels. It is written in syllables 
rather than in alphabets. The form of each letter varies in seven dif-
ferent ways. Printing in the Amharic language requires over 300 charac-
ters. Even then, there would be certain absences, such as signs missing 
to show the doubling of consonants. 
The government is concentrating its efforts to make Amharic a 
lingua franca,and in becoming so the language is being corrupted. M. M. 
Moreno wrote in L'azione del Cuscitico, "The socially superior minority 
imposes its language by virtue of its prestige, while the majority 
•deforms' that language by virtue of its large numberi.nl 
1. Ullendorff, op. cit., p. 117. 
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Tigrigna is spoken in an area believed to be identical with that of 
the old Axumite Kingdom. Today this area includes the administrative 
divisions of Hamasen, Seral, Akale Guzay, the fringes of the Karen and 
Massawa divisions, the Tigre Province itself, and as far to the southwest 
as Walquyt. Its speakers form the compact, densely populated agricul-
tural block of the Eastern and Northern Ethiopian plateau. They are 
Coptic, Monophysite Christians. Edward Ullendorff estimates Tigrigna 
speakers at 1,300,000 of whom Soo,ooo live in Eritrea; the rest are in 
the Tigre Province of northeastern Ethiopia.1 Due to the dominance of 
Ge'ez in earlier days and the political prestige of Amharic in later days, 
Tigrigna did not enjoy the dignity of a written language. However, in re-
cent years, due to the local autonoiey of Eritrea, Tigrigna is rising in 
use and in prestige. According to Ullendorff, the first Ethiopian daily 
appeared in Tigrigna. 
Tigrigna was the first Ethiopian language to 
possess a regular daily newspaper (Amharic followed 
a little later). Yet there have long existed weekly 
journals in Amharic, while the first regular publi-
cation in Tigrigna was inaugurated as late as 19L2 
when the British Administration founded the Eritrean 
Weekly News .2 
In Ethiopia all newspapers and magazine publications are carried in 
Addis Ababa and in Asmara. The Addis Ababa papers employ Amharic, English, 
French, and Arabic. The Asmara papers employ Tigrigna, Italian, Arabic, 
and Amharic. 
Illiteracy is high in Ethiopia--estimated at 90 per cent. However, 
1. Ullendorff, op. cit., p.l26. 
2. Ibid., p. 127. 
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Emperor Haile Silassie is making a remarkable effort to raise the literacy 
of his people. He is his own Minister of Education, and allots a full 
third of the national budget for educational purposes. 
The history of education in Ethiopia may be divided into four 
periods: Traditional, Pre-Modern, Italian Occupation and Modern. The 
Ethiopian Church has for centuries been training the priesthood in Ge'ez. 
It also imparted instruction to the laymen in reading and writing Amharic. 
Today the Church claims 10,000 schools for the laity. 
The Pre-Modern period stretches from the reign of Menelik II to 
the advent of the Italian Occupation. Menelik introduced primary and 
secondary schools based on the European model. He adopted Western curri-
cula. He welcomed French as the language of instruction. In 1908 he 
founded the Menelik II Lyceum in his capital. 
The five years of Italian Occupation were a setback for Ethiopian 
education. The Italians massacred the few students who were educated 
abroad, and saw to it that no others were educated. 
The most important single factor in the modernization of Ethiopia 
has been the education of the Ethiopian people. This is the work of 
Emperor Haile Silassie I, the August Patron of Education. In 1925, he 
then Ras Tafari, founded the Tafari Makonnen Lyceum in Addis Ababa. In 
1930 he founded the Ministry of Education, and in 1931 the Empress Menan 
School for girls. 
After the Liberation, a mass of foreign educators were employed, and 
a third of the national budget allotted to finance a "free and compulsory" 
education. 
Today Ethiopia has one University, ten colleges, twenty secondary 
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schools and over 600 primary schools with close to 150,000 students. 
The University College of Addis Ababa has at present close to a 
thousand students of which more than half are on extension courses. The 
following are the colleges: 
Aba Dina Police College 
Alemaya College of Agriculture 
Engineering College 
Ethio-Swedish Building Institute 
Gondar Health Training Center 
Ministry of Education Arts Schoom 
Military Academy 
Naval Academy 
Theological College 
Haile Silassie I Military School 
Government and the Press 
Addis Ababa 
Harar 
Addis Ababa 
Addis Ababa 
Gondar 
Addis Ababa 
Harar 
Massawa 
Addis Ababa 
Guenet 
"The most important fact to be kept in mind about the government of 
Ethiopia is that it is an absolute monarchy and in no sense democratic.u1 
So writes Ernest Luther after six years of experience working in Ethiopia 
with the Ethiopian government. The Ethiopian government, says Luther, 
11is a government of men and not of laws.n2 
Nominally, Ethiopia is a constitutional monarchy. The first consti-
tution was granted on June 16, 1931 by Emperor Haile Silassie I and pro-
vided for a Parliament whose members were designated by the Emperor. 
Parliament was first opened on November 3, 1931. The Upper Chamber 
of the Senate consisted of 27 members with a President and a Secretary. 
The Chamber of Deputies consisted of some Lo members. 
The original and official text of the 1931 Constitution was in 
1. Ernest w. Luther, Ethiopia Today (California: Stanford University 
Press, 1958), p. 123. 
2. Ibid. 
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Amharic under the direct supervision of Emperor Haile Silassie with a 
selected group of foreign advisors. The Constitution has seven chapters 
and fifty-five articles. Article I pleaded for a united Empire "like the 
members of one family, without division." 
On November 4, 1955, a Revised Constitution was promulgated, grant-
ing electoral franchise to all adult Ethiopians, men and women, who elect 
the Lower House in a two-chamber Parliament. But the Emperor retained 
all the rights to veto all laws adopted by Parliament and to dissolve 
Parliament at will~ 
~ The Ethiopian Crown functions under the conviction of L1etat c 1est 
moi. Though he created Parliament and granted a constitutiOn, the 
Emperor never relinquished his absolute power. Today Parliament stands 
powerless. The person of the Emperor is claimed 11 sacred, 11 his dignity 
"inviolate", and his power "indisputable." Parliament works legislative 
details under Imperial suggestion and control. Parliament is non-partisan 
and election or appointment involves loyalty to the Crown. 
There is no system of checks and balances on the final decision of 
the Emperor. There are no constitutional provisions for amendments. 
Many observers agree that the Ethiopian parliament is designed to 
impress foreign diplomats rather than re-model the feudal Empire. And 
the word Parliament is a misnomer for an organ whose powers are consulta-
tive rather than legislative. The Amharic title for the Ethiopian 
Parliament is most appropriate; roughly translated, it means House of 
Consultation. 
The British House of Commons cannot be dissolved by the Crown 
without the advice and consent of the whole Cabinet. The French Chamber 
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of Deputies cannot be dissolved by the President unless the Upper House 
concurs. The American House of Representatives cannot be dissolved under 
any circt~tances; but the Ethiopian Parliament may be dissolved by the 
Emperor on his own authority without any stated cause, and without the 
advice or consent of anybo~. 
However, Emperor Haile Silassie is not to blame. He is the first 
of 225 Kings and King of Kings to grant his people a constitution. He 
created Parliament of his own free will and accord, while he could have 
postponed such a step to a later and more pressing date. In the 1931 
Constitution the Emperor decreed that 11in the future it shall serve as 
the basis and authority for the promulgation of such additional laws as 
shall be deemed necessary for upholding its principles, attaining its 
objectives, and preserving the Ethiopian state.'' True to his word, the 
Emperor granted a new Constitution in 1955, but delegated no real power. 
Article~ of the Revised,Constitution claimed him s•crasanct with a 
caesarian type of deification: "By virtue of His Imperial blood, as 
well as by the annointing which He has received, the person of the 
Emperor is sacred, His dignity is inviolable and His power indisputable." 
The Ethiopian Monarchy does not seem to have undergone a sincere change 
of heart. 
In February, 1935, the government issued a Proclamation~ the 
Printing of Books and Newspapers. The Proclamation required that: 
1. All persons desiring to establish or manage a printing press, 
or publish, print, or edit newspapers, periodicals or books must apply 
to the Ministry of the Interior to obtain government license. 
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2. The application for license must include: 
a. A detailed enumeration of the printing machinery, equip-
ment, the model, number of type fonts, characters of type, etc. 
b. Name of the owner of the printing press, age, nation-
ality, place of birth, residence, and other vital information. 
c. The name of the newspaper, periodical, or book(s), and 
its form of printing. 
d. Name, nationality, place, and date of birth, and residence 
of the printer. 
e. Name, nationality, place and date of birth, and residence 
of the publisher. 
3. Three copies of any printed matter must be submitted to the 
Ministry of the Interior within two days of publication date. 
On October 31, 1942, Proclamation No. 28142 demanded that every 
proprietor or lessee of a printing press declare all the particulars 
of the printing press to the Ministry of Pen. 
In 1952 Eritrea was federated with Ethiopia by the United Nations. 
Under the federal act Eritrea was guaranteed local autonomy and a free press. 
This created an absurdity for the mother country, Ethiopia, which did not 
have press freedom. Some want to believe that the Eritrean situation 
pressed the government of Ethiopia to grant freedom of speech and of the 
press, at least in name, as early as 1955. Article 41 of the Revised 
Constitution of Ethiopia declared, "Freedom of speech and of the press 
is guaranteed throughout the Empire in accordance with the law." But 
the law has yet to be written, and the grant has to stand and wait as a 
piece of thought and energy gone into producing the appearance of a free 
press. 
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Censorship is rigorously executed, and its offenders are ruth-
lessly penalized. The Ministry of Press and Information maintains a 
special department of censorship, Bureau of Censorship. This department 
censors not only all materials printed in the Empire (except Eritrea) or 
imported from abroad but also all other information to the public, includ-
ing theatres and cinemas. The Bureau of Censorship operates in close 
collaboration with the Security Department and the two have remarkably 
succeeded in tracking down and silencing political heretics. 
The Bureau of Censorship is a ~sterious one, typically Ethiopian. 
William H. Seed, former headmaster of Weizero Siheen School at Oessie and 
former editor of the Weekly Progress in Addis Ababa, provides a first-
hand report on Ethiopian censorship. He said: 
The censor was a young fellow named Tadessa Abebe, 
who had been employed in a similar capacity in 
Italian Facist times. He was supposed to be 
secretary of a mysterious censorship board, but 
nobody ever knew who were its members. As a 
fact I am convinced that there really never was 
any board. The fiction of a board merely enabled 
Tadessa to put the responsibility onto someone else 
whose identity was not discovered and who could 
never be appealed to or reasoned with. Tadessa 
consulted any one he thought fit when he chose to 
consult at all.l 
Seed goes on to tell us that Tadessa spoke broken English and His 
Excellency .Makannen Habtewold, Minister both of Finance and Publicity, 
spoke no English whatsoever. Yet Tadessa had"absolute control of every-
thing published, of everything spoken over the radio, in English or any 
other language, and the only appeal from him is to His Excellency, who 
1. William H. Seed, Ethiopian Iron Curtain (No publisher given, 
1955), p.ll. 
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frankly does not believe in newspaper and did not want to be bothered."l 
The law that governs Ethiopian censorship is the arbitrary will of 
the censors. However, certain rules and regulations are spelled out for 
those who may venture to have anything printed: 2 
1. Always support the government. No criticism of anything govern-
mental. 
2. Nothing "political" must appear in the paper. 
3. Emperor: 
a. When the name of the Emperor is used, it must appear 
first, at the beginning of the article. No other name must appear be-
fore His. 
b. Pronouns referring to Him must be capitalized. 
c. All reference to Him must be approved by the Palace be-
fore being submitted to the censor. 
4. The portrait of a living person must not appear on the same 
page with that of a deceased person. Group photos must not be used if 
any member of the group is deceased. 
5. All copies must be in the censor's hands at least four days 
before it appears in the paper, even if the paper was a daily. 
6. Censor's orders must be accepted and acted upon without argu-
ment. The censor is not bound to discuss them or give any reason for 
what he does. 
Rule No. 2 is the most imbecile. The gradations and variations in 
1. Seed, Op. Cit., p. 11. 
2. ~.,-pp. 17-18. 
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the definition of "political" is, of course, not given, and its restric-
tiona on the press are bewildering. The censors determine what is and what 
is not political, and all those who are not censors have no say. Where 
arguments have failed, jests have prevailed, and the press has mastered 
the joyful art of circumventing the censors in many other countries, but 
not in Ethiopia where private newspapers are nil and the law is arbitrary. 
Editor Seed recounts how the censor mutilated a copy he had to hand 
over to the Bureau of Censorship: 
Practically everything was struck out except market 
reports, shipping news, and a short story. The 
articles struck out included an interview with Ato 
Addis Alemayou, one of the Ethiopian delegates who 
had just returned from the United Nations Confer-
ence in Paris. The censor told me he struck it 
out because it was 1politica1 1 .1 
Seed's editorial in the same copy was also emasculated. In vain did 
Seed ask the reason. Sport news was also censored because the matches 
more often than not ended in a fight. 
Commenting on the Ethiopian newspapers, editor Seed says, "Their 
utter lifelessness is evidence that the steam-roller of the censorship 
has been over them. · •••• Every civilized government runs a publicity 
department to assist newspapers at home and abroad to get information. The 
Ethiopian Press and Publicity Department exists to prevent it. 112 Perhaps 
Seed did not know that the Press Department he refers to has been created 
by the Fascist aggressors only to be inherited by the so-called Liberators. 
As the press is owned, operated, controlled, and administered by the 
Government, the newspapers are not censored by the Bureau of Censorship. 
Each and every editor is a Government appointee, and he is the censor of 
l. Seed, Op. Cit., P• 12. 
2. Ibid., P• 7. 
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his own publication. The Bureau of Censorship and the Security Depart-
ment check and scrutinize the government papers after publication for 
mistakes and signs of disloyalty. Thus, publications by the authorized 
staff of the Ministry of Press and Information is subject only to primi-
tive censorship. All other private publications, if attempted, are sub-
ject to preventive as well as punitive censorship. 
Through restraints of censorship, license and general regulation, 
through terrorism and rumored liquidations, and through threats of de-
motion of those holding Government posts, freedom of the press and speech 
are non-existent for the Ethiopian people. 
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CHAPI'Jm. II 
Communications and Mass Media 
Mass media are dependent on the communication facilities that a 
country has. Shortcomings in air, sea, and road transportation would 
bear shortcomings on the press, cinema, and theater. 
I. Transportation: Road, Air, Sea. Ethionia is mountainous and 
has many gorges. Her geographic features affect surface transportation. 
The few roads that exist are dusty and bumpy. The railway is the slowest 
and the most expensive in the world. 
A single railway of 784 kilometers links the capital to the sea at 
Jibuti in French Somaliland. It was built with French funds between the 
years 1908 and 1917 by Campagnie du Chemin de Fer Franco-Ethiopien. The 
trains and wagons under operation by the company are as follows: 
38 steam locomotives 
18 diesel-electric locomotives 
2 diesel autocars 
60 passenger cars 
664 cargo wagons 
10 shunting locomotives 
A unit of distance that would cost n 2 in England costs ~ 16 on this 
clumsy railway. Freight costs ~ 45 per ton, whereas the same costs only 
~ 4 in England. 
The highways of traditional Ethiopia are caravan routes and tracks. 
According to an official report, there are 8,936 kilometers of tracks 
(not passable for vehicles) and 60,000 caravan paths. Barefooted men, 
women and children, camels, horses, and mules plod their weary way through 
dust and dirt. Mules average 3.6 kilometers an hour and can carry 150 to 
200 pounds. Four camels can carry as much as eight horses; eight horses 
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as much as twelve mules; and twelve mules as much as thirty-six donkeys. 
The creation and maintenance of highways is entrusted to the Min-
istry of Public Works and Communications. The choice of each workto be 
performed is determined not only by its urgency but by the limited means 
available. 
The Ministry faces three main difficulties: lack of capital, short-
age of qualified workers, and scarcity of bitumen. The price of imported 
material is high and prohibitive. Seven-meter roads were reduced to five 
meters width because of lack of funds. 
The Italians built excellent roads, but time and use deteriorated 
most of them. It is common and frequent for trucks to unload and reload 
in order to get past a mud hole. 
In 1942 the Government allocated a two-year budget of Eth. $1,700,000 
to the Ministry. Between 1945 and 1951, the Ministry spent approximately 
Eth. $24,500,000. On January 26, 1951, an Imperial Highway Authority was 
created by Proclamation No. 115. A three-year program was drawn to be 
financed by an initial loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, repayablePin over twenty years. The Ethiopian Government 
provided a larger sum. In 1952 the IHA took over the maintenance of the 
main roads in the federated territory of Eritrea. 
·The roads under the maintenance of the IHA increased from 3,800 km. 
to 6000 im. under a three-year road construction and repair program drawn 
up in the fall of 1956 and a loan of Eth. $37,000,000 made available by 
the World Bank in June, 1957~ The full program of IHA is to extend the 
1. (Author not given.) ~erial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of 
Public Works and Communications, ts Activities From 1934 to 1947, 
(1942-1955) co-ronation Jubilee, 1955 (Publisher not given);-p:-27. 
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road system of the Empire to 20,000 km. of highways. One kilometer of 
highway costs Eth. $50,000. The total program would cost nearly a billion 
Ethiopian dollars. 
Motor travel and motor transport has recently increased. This is 
indicated by the quantities of motor fuel imported and consumed in the 
country. From 1948 to 1952 the annual average of gasoline import was 
8,100 tons. The figure for 1953 was 16,500 tons, 18,700 tons for 1954, 
20,400 tons for 1955, and 21,400 tons for 1956. Diesel fuel importation 
was 11,000 tons annually from 1948 to 1952. In 1953 it jumped to 23,900 
tons, and in 1954 to 32,100 tons; in 1955 it was 26,189, and 33,773 tons 
in 1956.1 
Though bus transportation has increased by 160% since 1953, Ethiopia 
has one of the poorest motor roads in Africa: all motor transportation 
in Ethiopia does not add up to one-tenth of one percent of caravan and 
trail transportation. 
Of all her transport systems, Ethiopia's air route is the best. 
Ethiopian Air Line (EAL) started operation on April 18, 1946, and to date 
has sustained no fatal accident. It has rendered excellent service, and 
has amassed fat profits. It flies Douglas C-47 cargo planes and DC-3's, 
and Convaire 240 1 passenger planes. Boeing 720B jets would be introduced 
later this year. 
EAL has regular international service to Cairo, Khartum, Nairobi, 
Port Sudan, and Accra in Africa; to Aden, Hodeida, and Taiz in Asia; to 
Athens and Frankfurt in Europe. Within Ethiopia, EAL flies to over 
twenty-two stations. 
1. Issued by Press and Information Department, Ethiopia: General 
Background Information (Addis Ababa: (No publisher given), 1958), pp. S0-51. 
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Ethiopia was landlocked for nearly a century. In 1952 Ethiopia regained 
the two Eritrean ports of Assab and Massawa. Massawa has the facilities to 
handle available trade with a surplus capacity to be used when trade ex-
pands. On October 18, 1957, a Yugoslav company was entrusted with the 
reconstruction of the Port of Assab. Assab is connected by road to Addis 
Ababa. Massawa is connected by road and rail with Asmara and Agordat. 
Ethiopia is building a small navy in Massawa with the aid of the 
Royal Norwegian Navy. The present enrollment is made up of fifty-eight 
officer cadets and eighty technicians. 
II. Telecommunications. Ethiopia's air, sea, and surface transpor-
tation is developing slowly but steadily. So is her telecommunication 
system. The first telegraph and telephone lines were introduced in 1903. 
These lines served their limited purpose. Long distance calls were made 
by using the operators as "repeaters." In the early 1930's between 100 
and 200 telephone subscribers existed in Addis Ababa. They were connected 
to a manual exchange with two switchboards. 
There were two connections with the outside world. One circuit was 
between Addis Ababa and Jibuti, and another between Asmara and Addis Ababa. 
An automatic telephone exchange of i,500 lines in Addis Ababa and one 
of 1,200 lines in Asmara were opened during the Italian Occu?ation. A 
large number of iron pole routes were constructed in different parts of the 
country. 
A modern automatic telephone exchange is now in service in the capital. 
It is linked with international lines providing service with the principal 
countries of the world. 
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III. Radio. The Akaki Radio station for transmission and the Ras Kebede 
station for reception were erected some seven kilometers south of Addis Ababa 
in early 1930. It is from the Akaki station that Emperor Haile Silassie I 
broadcast his famous speech to the world at the time of the beginning of the 
Italian conflict. 
The Ministry of Post, Telegraphs, and Telephones installed a radio 
station within the compound of the General Post Office in the center of 
Addis Ababa, and opened direct circuits with Cairo and Jibuti in 1933. 
Today the Ministry of Press and Information has one radio station in 
operation and is establishing a second one. The only one in operation, 
Radio Addis Ababa "Voice of Ethiopia," has two shortwave transmitters with 
a total power of 4 kw. It is on the air for 26 hours a week, over 14 
hours being devoted to religious broadcasts (1955). It transmits on the 
wavelength of 31.18 meters. Its frequencies are: 
1. Morning, midday, and evening programs: M.B. 31 -- 41.15 --
48.50 - 60 -- Klcr 9610 -- 7290 -- 6185. 
2. Night: M.B. 19 -- 31 -- 48.50 Klcr 15345 -- 9610 -- 6185. 
Radio Addis Ababa broadcasts in Amharic, Arabic, English, and re-
cently also in Somali. 
Short-wave transmitters of-- 1,2,7, 2Xl0kw are used. 
The following programs were current in 1955: 
Local Amharic News and Music: 2:15 P.M., daily. 
World News in Amharic: 5:15 P.M., daily. 
World News in Arabic: 6:15P.M., daily. 
The English programs used to begin at 6:30 P.M. daily. At 7:00 P.M. 
the news is relayed from the B.B.C., London. Local announcements, if any, 
are made after this relay. Weekly items in the English program (subject 
to change without notice) were as shown on the next page. 
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RADIO PROGRAM CURRENT m 1958 
----------
Day Time P.M. Subject 
----
Sunday 6:30 Musical Round-Table 
7:15 'Continuation 
Monday 6:30 Popular Music 
7:15 Continuation 
Tuesday 6:30 Classical Tid-Bits 
7:15 Continuation 
Wednesday 6:30 Popular Music 
7:15 Continuation 
Thursday 6:30 Musical Merry-Go-Round 
7t15 Forecast of B.B.C. 
General Forces Programs 
Friday 6:30 Popular Husic 
7:15 Continuation 
Saturday 6:30 Symphonic Music 
7:-15 Continuation 
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Lutheran World Federation is expected to complete in Addis Ababa a 
50 kw. radio installment by the end of 1961. The station would bear the 
name of "The Voice of the Gospel", and it is designed to serve religious 
and educational purposes. 
In November 1960, RCA International Newsletter announced a contract 
to provide Ethiopia with a modern, nationwide broadcasting system. The 
agreement provided for the installation of an RCA 100 kw. medium-wave 
transmitter at Addis Ababa and an RCA 10 kw. medium wave transmitter each 
at Asmara and Dire Dawa or Harrar. The agreement also included that 
eight RCA one-kilowatt transmitters will go on the air in the net work 
from Gondar, Lekempte, Jimma, Dilla, Dessie, Massawa, and Assab. The 
network is expected to strengthen the voice of Ethiopia at home and 
abroad. The 100 kw. medium-wave transmitter is the new amphiphase type. 
The network is financed by ICA. fund which provides technical assistance 
to Ethiopia on its radio project through the United States Operations 
~fission (USOM) in Addis Ababa. 
III. Cinema and Theater. Films are not produced in Ethiopia. All 
features and newsreels are imported. About 300 features are imported 
annually of which 90 per cent is from the United States, and the rest from 
the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and India. There~e 29 cinemas with a 
total seating capacity of 22,000. Seven of these cinemas, seating 8,5oo, 
are located in Asmara. 
The Ministry of Education and Fine Arts has equipped some 40 schools 
with 16 mm. projectors and have weekly film showings. The films are bor-
rowed from the United States Information Service film library. The libra-
ry consists of some 5oo, 16 rnm., educational and documentary films. 
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Severe censorship has discouraged theatrical developments. Many 
schools have theater halls with poorly equipped stages. The Patriotic 
Association stages cheap musical entertainments and theatrical sketches 
every weekend. Spectators average about one-hundred-and-fifty a week • 
The Haile Silassie ! Theater is a modern and impressive building. At 
first there was a desperate effort to produce one play after another, but 
the number of plays censored soon out numbered the plays that were staged. 
As a result, more and more films, and fewer and fewer plays are being 
shown. 
The Press: An Overall View 
The Ethiopian press is an imported medium. It was imported by 
Frenchmen a little over a half century ago. The transmission of news 
through published periodicals is not traditional to Ethiopia. 
By tradition and convention, Ethiopia is a nation of gossipers. 
Her people pass the time in daily chatter, taking·in and giving out goa-
sip as they breathe. Among the primitive and illiterate societies of 
Ethiopia, what is news is what is rumored. What is not rumored is not 
news. 
The Ethiopian society has as yet to develop an appetite for printed 
news. Many factors obstruct such development. At present, the Ethiopian 
editors devote their attention to activities of the Emperor,to oddities 
and festivals, and to historical accounts. ttEnlightenment had to wait 
for the weekly official newspaper, which was published in Amharic and 
English, and was mainly concerned with the wisdom of the Emperor, the 
excellence of his Ministers and of the progress the;countr.y was making."l 
1. Buchholzer, op. cit., p. 29. 
The newspapers publish not what the people want to know but what 
the government wants known. The people receive through gossip what they 
should have been able to read in the newspapers. In its attitudes and 
responses to the attempt of the Government to present its views as news, 
the Ethiopian public is divided into two classes. One class consists of 
young and educated Ethiopians and certain liberal sympathizers. The 
rest of the nation makes up the other class. 
The young and educated are bitter against the Monarchy. They live 
tongue-tied, though they voice their opposition whenever and wherever 
they feel secure in doingro. They exhibit a silent contempt by ignor-
ing the local newspapers and reading such imported magazin~s as Time and 
Newsweek. As yet they are small in number, and, having been vulnerable 
victims to the policy of "divide and rule", they do not exert a united 
front. 
The other class consists of the mass of peasants and their lords, 
and has no appetite for printed news, even if such news were to be provided. 
This class makes up the feudal hierarchy of Ethiopia. At the bottom of 
the social ladder are the peasants, illiterate and poverty stricken. On 
top and above the peasants stands a handful of landlords and local kings. 
'!'hey are the makers of Ethiopian history and champions of tradition. A 
111\ing of Kings" is perched at the very top oft he social ladder. 
The feudal lords are distrustful of modernization. The peasants, 
not to call them serfs, do not even know that their fate could be bettered. 
According to feudal custom, politics is the affair of lords and not 
of serfs. The landlords provide protection in times of danger. The pea-
sants till the land, and pay their masters in dues and taxes. 
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The above socio-politico-economic background is essential to the 
understanding of why the present Ethiopian press is not what it might 
be. The present press does not deal with politics, because the news-
paper is published for public reading by a public that is supposed not 
to meddle with the affairs concerning only the upper class. This sup-
position is supported by the fact that Ethiopia is a government by the 
few and not by the many. As one observer put it, "The past lies heavy 
and oppressive on Ethiopia. Her people are strongly affected by the 
personalities of her rulers, responding loyally and sensitively to the 
nature and temperament of the Emperors." 
Among the five continents of the world, Africa ranks lowest in 
journalistic development. Compared with the other African countries, 
Ethiopia ranks among the lowest. Africa has about one daily newspaper per 
one hundred of its people.1 Ethiopia has less than one paper per day 
for over 400 of its people. Such is the anomaly of the Ethiopian Crown 
that it boasts of 3,000 years of independence and yet failed to accom-
plish what many African states have done in less than thirty years. 
Like other African countries Ethiopia still believes in phantasm, 
hallucination, and black magic. News about the future is consulted from 
primitive magicians and witch doctors. Forecasts about World War III and 
the "End of the World" are current. 2 Rumor is rife that magicians are 
1. UNESCO, op. cit., p. 30. 
2. According-to~iopian mythology, the world would pass 8,000 
years after Creation; and by the Ethiopian calendar, we are living in 
the last 1,000 years. 
consulted before decisions on top state affairs are made. 
Printing 
Ethiopian printing type was invented around 1500 in Europe by 
Italian lithographers with the help of Ethiopian priests. The first 
Ethiopian book printed was the Psalter (Rome, 1513) by John Potken of 
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Cologne, the first European who studied the language. The Psalter was 
reprinted in 1518 in Cologne. The Ethiopian version of the New Testa-
ment was printed in Rome in 1548. Specimens of this particular type 
design was issued in 1631 and again in Kircher's Prodramus Coptus in 
1636. The first Amharic grammar was written about 250 years ago by the 
German scholar Ludolf. This was printed a few years later. 
The first printing presses inside Ethiopia appeared at the begin-
ning of the nineteenth century. Father Marie-Bernard, a Franciscan 
missionary, established a French and Amharic press in 1900 in southern 
Ethiopia, in the Province of Harrar. In 1902 Andrea Kavadias, a French 
merchant, established another French and Amharic press in Addis Ababa 
under the auspices of Menelik II. In 1923 Emperor Haile Silassie I, then 
Regent, imported a modern Amharic press from Germany. This was the 
Berhanena Selam printing press. 
At present there are some eleven printing presses in Addis Ababa. 
The two largest printing presses are the Berhanena Selamand the Artistic 
Printing Press. All the Addis Ababa newspapers, except the Voice of 
Ethiopia, are published at Berhanena Salam printing press. The Voice of 
Ethiopia, a daily newspaper, and Menen, a monthly magazine, are published 
at the Merha Tibels Printing Press. The Artistic Printing Press is pri-
vately owned by two Armenian brothers. This is the best equipped print-
ing press in Ethiopia. It employs many and various kinds of linotype and 
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hand-compose presses. 
Other Addis Ababa printing presses include Goha Taebah, Natsannet 
Press, Teafa Gebre Silassie Press, and the Commercial Printing Press. 
The printer of Ethiopic or Amharic was confronted 
from the first with the initial difficulty of ac-
quiring a large number of "sorts. 11 The form of 
each letter varies in seven different ways, ac-
cording to the vowel which follows it, with the 
result that, strictly speaking, the language is 
written by means of a syllabary rather than an 
alphabet. The printer must therefore possess 
nearly 300 characters when allowance is made for 
dipthongs, four forms of punctuation and some 
thirty numerals.l 
About seventy publications have come into existence since the 
Ethiopian press was first established in 1900. In the first thirty-
six years, the period before the Fascist invasion, thirteen newspapers 
came into existence of which nine were privately owned. The other four 
were sponsored by the Government. Between 1935 and 19Ll, the period of 
Fascist Occupation, the Italians introduced four newspapers, and the 
Ethiopian Government in exile established two newspapers in England. 
Since Liberation in 19Ll, over fifty publications have come into axis-
tence of which twenty-five are monthly and yearly reports of various 
ministries and departments, twenty-one are published by or under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Press and Information and four are student 
periodicals published abroad. 
At present Ethiopia has four dailies and six weeklies. Two of the 
dailies, Daily News Bulletin and The Ethiopian Herald are in English. 
Addis Zemen is in Amharic and the Voice of Ethiopia is in Amharic and 
1. Pankhurst, op. cit., p. 523. 
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English. 
Among the weeklies, the most important is L'Ethiopie D1Aujourd'hui. 
It is written in French and Amharic and hasthe highest circulation (8,500) 
in the Empire. 
There are no Sunday papers in Addis Ababa. 
Generally speaking, the Addis Ababa newspapers have four pages of 
six columns each and cost 10¢ a copy. 
They are unable to win any prestige either throu~h the excellence 
of their news-coverage or by the vigour of their editorial analysis. 
Little or no attention is given to crime, accident, disaster, and 
human interest items. They all tend to cram home news on the front page, 
and most of the home news is about the Emperor. 
Dismissals and demotions of Government officials are reported as 
appointments. Instead of carrying retractions on~he following issues, 
at times whole issues are burned when errors in titles and decorations 
of high officials are omitted. 
Helen Kitchen su~rizes the press in Ethiopia in these words: 
As creatures of the government, these newspapers 
lack the resourcefulness born of competition and 
the popular following enjoyed by a press which 
can exploit controversial issues. Basically, how-
ever, the limited development of the Ethiopian 
press stems from the same obstacles which have 
so far impeded the country's general development 
along modern lines--a low national level of 
literacy, a largely tribal population, an obscur-
antist provincial aristocracy, geographic isolation, 
and inadequate internal communications.l 
The Ethiopian press is owned, controlled, and operated by the 
1. Kitchen, op. cit., p. 23. 
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Government. The newspaper industry is run at a loss five times greater 
than its income. Personal and employees working for the press are ap-
pointed and salaried by the Government. The press is rigidly controlled 
by censorship, publication surveillance, and state ownershin of all 
facilities. Only certain ttsafe" persons are appointed as editors. The 
purnose is to make sure that the press does nothi1g to challenge the 
power of the monarchy which has operated for the last 3000 years un-
checked and unchallenged. 
Ethiopia produces no newsprint. About 300 metric tons are imported 
per year. 
Ethiopian newspapers carry few advertisements Addis Zeman, an 
Amharic daily, has the monopoly on advertising all Government notices. 
Ethiopia does not have a national news agency. However, the 
Minisi;ry of Press and Information has agents installed throughout the 
twelve provinces and in federated Eritrea. The agents send fragmentary 
and infrequent news dispatches to the central office of Press and Infor-
mation in Addis Ababa. The agents also manage the sale and subscription 
of newspapers and act as censors in their respective provinces. Distri-
bution of agents is as follows: 
Province 
Shoa 
Wollega 
Kaffa 
Gomn Goffa 
Ellibabor 
vvollo 
Arussi 
Harrar 
Begemdir 
Sidamo 
Gojjam 
Ti~e 
Er~trea 
Number of Agents 
1~ 
L 
t 
L 
L 
10 
6 
8 
g 
5 
Western newspapers mainly use two kinds of page-one makeup--vertical 
and horizontal. In vertical makeup the type masses run from the top of 
the page to the bottom of the page. In horizontal makeup the masses flow 
from left to right across the page. No Ethiopian newspaper could be said 
to use either or both of these methods. The main reason is that the 
Ethiopian editors do not seem to have even heard about kinds of makeups. 
What is typical of page-one makeup of the Ethiopian newspaper is 
to place a picture or two of the Emperor at the top of the page and 
somehow fill the rest of the space with headlines and articles. The 
Amharic papers usually carry crossline headlines. The English papers 
mostly carry flushed and banner headlines. 
CHAPr:ffi III 
The Press 
Ethiopia's infant press was born at the beginning of the twentieth 
century. In 1900 a French Franciscan missionary, Father Marie-Bernard, 
opened a hospital for lepers in Harrar. He produced a small publication 
to keep his supporters informed. In 1905 he purchased a small printing 
press and founded a monthly information sheet also in French, LeSemeur 
d'Ethiopie. This paper lasted until 1914. 
During this period, a Greek merchant, Andrea Kavadias, founded in 
1902 an Amharic periodical Aimro (Intelligence), in Addis Ababa. The 
two dozen copies of the first issue were printed "by means of a dupli-
cating machine."l He presented copies to Emperor Menelik II who is re-
ported to have bee~ pleased. Later Menelik bought Kavadias a small print-
ing press. In time Aimro became a wee}Qy with 200 copies a~pearing every 
Friday. It appeared off and on until 1915 when it seemed to have gone 
out of existence. But in 192L it reappeared as a reactionary and opposi-
tion organ to Berhanena Selam, an Amharic weekly owned and edited by the 
Regent (the present Emperor); but it did not last long. 
At the beginning of World War I, another Amharic periodical apoeared. 
It was Yetor 'wore (War News). Later it became a weekly. 
In 1915, or thereabout, a French engineer, Charles Deavages, founded 
a French weekly, Le Courrier d'Ethiopie (The Ethiopian Messenger), carry-
ing war news. 
1. Pankhurst, ££• cit., p. 52L. 
Charles Desvages later sold his press to another Frenchman, Leo 
de Rebillard, an importer by career. Rebillard purchased fonts of 
Amharic type and made ~ Courrier d 1Ethiopie an Amharic-French bi-
lingual paper. In 1923 Le Courrier became a four-page bi-weekly with 
some 700 copies appearing every Wednesday and Friday. 
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C. F. Rey states: "The French paper, the Courrier d 1 E~h~o_pie, is 
a useful and informative little production, ably edited by a Frenchman 
long resident in the country, MOnsieur de Rebillard by name. It very 
wisely eschews politics, a dangerous subject in Abyssinia, and confines 
itself to matters of commercial and general interest."l 
In 1917, Blattein Gatta Herouy Wolde Silassie, the Shakespeare of 
Ethiopia, founded Goha Atsbeha (The Dawn) with the support of the Regent. 
Goha Atsbeha was a literary journal, more of an opinion than a news sheet. 
In 1920 Emperor Haile Silassie I, then Regent as His Highness Ras 
Tafari Makonnen, Established Berhanena Salam printing press in Addis Ababa 
at his own expense and on his own estate. This printing press is still 
the largest and the best equipped in the country. Though a private pro-
perty of the Emperor, Berhanena Selam printing press has the monopoly to 
publish all the Government newspapers, magazines, decrees, and notices. 
Emperor Haile Silassie founded Berhanena Selam (Light and Peace), 
a weekly newspaper in Amharic in 1923. He was the editor, assisted by 
Blattein Getta Herouy, then Foreign Minister of Ethiopia. 
_ 1. C. F. Rey, In the Country of the Blue Nil:e (London: The Camelot 
Press, 1927), p. 29. 
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In her book Haile Silassie Emperor of Ethiopia, the Princess Asfa 
Yilma writes: 
But to return to the Emperor's study. The orders 
for the day are given. There is now an interval 
while the Emperor drinks coffee, consumes bread 
and fruit and glances at the latest issue of his 
newspaper, Light and Peace, the leading artiCle 
of which is possibly his own handiwork, written 
with scrupulous weighing of words last night after 
a day of exacting duties. This paper appears once 
a week on the average but special issues are fairly 
common. It is printed in Amaric type and very well 
produced. Advertisement of gramaphone, soaps, medi-
cines and luxuries of this nature are to be found 
on its pages, the goods baing invariably French, 
since their source is Djibouti. There is not very 
much news and in the issues published prior to the 
outbreak of war there was very little reference 
to the coming struggle. Since the war began there 
have been brief bulletins and articles, clearly 
the work of the Emperor, urging the Ethiopian 
cause.l 
The Emperor's newspaper, subtitled Lumier et Paix, carried this 
slogan on its masthead: "Sa majeste le Roi Teferi Makonnen profonde-
ment desireux de voir regner dans son pays la lumiere et la paix, a 
voulu que ce journal soit intitule." 
Berhanena Salam appeared every Thursday. Annual subscription was 
five Maria Theresa thalers domestic and seven dollars overseas. The 
price per copy was two piasters. 
Two other illustrious Ethiopians were engaged in editing the weekly. 
They ware Gebre Kristos Tekle Haymanot and Aleka Mahteme-Hork Eshete. 
One of these two editors published in 1927 an article that spoiled his 
1. Princess Asfa Yilma, Haile Silassie Emperor of Ethiopia (London: 
D. Appleton-Century Co., 1936), p. 23ff. 
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good grace with the Crown. C. F. Rey tells how Berhanena Selam had trouble 
as follows: 
••• got into serious trouble recently owing to the 
publication of an article (apparently reproduced 
from a French paper) attacking Italian Facists and 
foreign policy. The Italian Government made vigor-
ous protests on the subject, and the unfortunate 
editor was imprisoned for a month as a common 
malefactor and the offending number of the paper 
confiscated, the writer of the article was fined, 
and the school of which he was a teacher closed 
by order of the government. This draconian 
severity hardly seems calculated to encoU£age 
freedom of the newly born Abyssian Press. 
Ladislas Farago, an American correspondent who spent three months 
in Addis Ababa just before the outbreak of the Italo-Ethiopian War of 
1935, wrote the following words on the press situation: 
I realized that the inhabitants of Addis Ababa 
knew less about the trouble than most of the rest 
of the world. A few Amharic and French weeklies 
are published, but not one of them had, up to then, 
written a single line about the whole business. 
It is not that there is a censorship in Abyssinia. 
The Abyssinian journalists simply know nothing and 
keep si~ence rather than publish fanciful tales of 
terror. 
A Hellenic paper in the Greek language, Aithiopicos Kosmos, appeared 
in 1925. It was the organ of the small Greek community in Addis Ababa. 
The paper was silent on politics. Nor did it give much commercial news. 
In 1927 an Italian weekly, Il Natizario (The Bulletin), appeared 
in Addis Ababa. Formerly it was an information bulletin of the Italian 
Legation in Ethiopia. As a weekly, it carried news from home (Rome) for 
the Italian community in Ethiopia. 
1. ""Rey, op. cit., p. 29. 
2. Ladislas Farago, Abyssinia On the Eve (New York: G. 0. l~tnam's 
Sons, 1935), p. 29. - -- --
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In 1932 a German trader and contractor, Heinrich Weizinger founded 
in Addis Ababa a multi-lingual monthly magazine, La Correspondence 
d'Ethiopie, published in Amharic, French, English, and German. A monthly 
German edition, Aethiopien Korrespondenz, was printed in Hanover. 
The years 193L and 1935 saw the birth of three promising weeklies 
sponsored by young and educated Ethiopians. Unfortunately, they did not 
last long. An organization of foreign educated Ethiopians, Young 
Ethiopians' League, founded Atbia Kokeb (Morning Star) and Ye-Ethiopia 
Demts (The Voice of Ethiopia) in 193L and Kesate Berhan (Revealer of 
Light) in 1935. These papers carried inflamatory articles denouncing 
conservatives and urging progress. They were nipped in the bud by 
Nussolini's conquest in May 1935. 
A Government subsidized French weekly, Revue Radio-National ap-
peared in 1935. It carried international news transmitted by radio from 
Europe. 
One can divide the history of the Ethiopian press into three per-
iods. The first covers the period before the Italian occupation, 1900 
to 1935. The second covers the period of the occupation, May 5, 1935 
to 19Ll. The third covers the period since Liberation, May 5, 19Ll to 
the present. 
The first period saw the creation of over a dozen newspapers. Four 
characteristics could be deduced from this period: (1) Politics was 
eschewed; (2) news reports were mixed wi.th opinion; (3) Berhanena Selam 
set a precedent as a mouthpiece for the monarchy; (L) most of the papers 
wers created by private enterprises and were privately owned. 
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Five newspapers belong to the second perjod. Three of these were 
established b, the Italians and served Facist interest. The other two, 
' The New Times and Ethiopian News and Banderachin (Our Flag), were printed 
in London, supporting the Ethiooian cause. 
Miss Sylvia Pan.l<:hurst founded the New Times and Ethionian News "to 
keep the question of Ethionia before public opinion. 111 The first issue 
appeared on May 5, 1935, the day Mussolini's soldiers entered Addis Ababa. 
In the five years that followed, Miss Pankhurst chronicled the heroic re-
sistance of the Ethiopians against the aggressors. Certain translations 
from this weekly were published in Amharic and smuggled into Ethiopia. 
11l"lussolini himself denounced its editor in the Italian papers and his agents 
threatened assassination."2 
After Facism was vanquished and the Ethiopian throne was restored, 
the New Times and Ethiopian News continued to urge this struggle against 
intrigue for the "re-unification of the Horn of Africa. 11 3 The paper 
ceased publication on May t, 1956, after twenty years of inflamatory 
propaganda. 
Banderachin (Our Flag) was founded in 1940. It was v.Titten in the 
Amharic language and smuggled to Ethiopia. 
During this same period the Italians established two main papers 
and imported a third one. Ye Roma Berhan (The Light of Rome), a monthly 
magazine, was published in 1937 in Addis Ababa in separate editions of 
Amharic, Arabic, and Tigrigna. An evening paper, Il Carriere della Sera 
1. 
December, 
2. 
3. 
S~:"lvia Pankhurst, "Introduction, 11 Ethiopia Observer, Vol. 1, 
1956, p. 2. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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(the Evening Courrier), was established the same year. The paper most wide-
ly read by the Italian community in Ethiopia was Difesa della Raza (Defence 
of the Race) which preached the supremacy of the Italian race. It was 
imported from Italy. 
Ethiopia was liberated on l~y 5, 1941. Since this date, more than 
twenty papers were founded in Ethiopia. 
In 19Ll the British Military Mission to Ethiopia published the 
Ethiopian Star and the Ethiopian News for the benefit of British Common-
wealth forces operating in Ethiopia. Both papers ceased publication when 
the British forces withdrew at the end of this year. 
The most influencial government newspaper, Addis Zemen. (New Era),was 
founded on May 5, 19Ll. The paper explains its name in a passage under 
its masthead: '~en His Imperial Majesty Haile Silassie I victoriously 
returned to His capital city of Addis Ababa on May 5, 19Ll, he said, 
'This day is the opening of a new era for the new Ethiopia' and on ac-
count of this, this newspaper was named New Era. 11 
Addis Zemen was established as a weekly. In 1959 it became a daily. 
At present it has a circulation of 5,000 copies six days a week. This 
four-page Amharic daily glorifies the activities of the Crown and upper 
class people-and is "primarily read by influencial Ethiopians, whose ac-
tivities it reports extensively. 111 It enjoys a monopoly of legal adver-
tising. It does not carry editorials, but it editorializes the news. 
On May 5, 19Ll, Sendek Alamachin (Otir Standard), was established. 
Sendek Alamachin is a four-page Amharic-Arabie weekly appearing every 
1. Kitchen, op. cit., p. 25. 
Wednesday morning. The Amharic text is on the first two pages. The 
Arabic text appears on the last two pages. This paper appeals to the 
comrr,ercial class inhabiting the marketing area of Addis Ababa, known 
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as Markato or Addis Ketema (New Town). An issue of February 24, 1960 
carried 344 lines of home news on its front page of which some 70 per cent 
is on the Crown. In its masthead, it carries maxims from the Emperor's 
speeches. The style of the Amharic is long-winded. It is not uncommon 
for Sendek Alamachin to have its sentences eighty words long or its 
article one sentence long. 
Before the Italian occupation, the Ethiopian laws were published 
in Amharic and French in a periodical called Berhanena Salam. After 
Liberation the Negarit Gazetta, an Amharic-French monthly, was established 
by decree as Ethiopia's judicial periodical. The first copy of the 
Negarit Gazetta appeared on March 30, 1942. It was signed by the Minister 
of Pen (Keeper of the Great Seal) who is responsible for publishing the 
paper at least once a month. The Negarit Gazetta publishes: 
1. All proclamations, decrees, laws, rules, regulations, orders, 
notices and subsidiary legislations. 
2. The notification of all senior appointments, dismissals from 
office, titles, decorations and honors. 
3. Notices concerning the establishment of societies for promot-
ing education and chambers of commerce. 
4. Notices for general information concerning matters of public 
interest. 
The Ethiopian Herald is a four-page English daily (1959) founded 
in 1943 as a weekly. It is edited by a Negro American, David Talbot. 
Silent on controversial issues, politics and public affairs, its edi-
torials deal with matters considered "safe" by the editor. 
The Ethiopian Herald does not have wide readership. Its impor-
' 
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tance lies in the fact that whatever little is read of it is read by the 
young and the educated~ 
The Etpiopian Review, an English monthly, was established in 19~~. 
After a promising start, it ceased publication four years later. 
Library of Congress in V.Tashington D.C. holds regular monthly issues 
of the Ethiopian Review from August 19~~ to June 19L5, and irregular 
issues from July- August 19~5 to July- December 19~8. 1 The August 19~ 
issue, identified as Vol. I - No. 1, is a sixteen-page, three-column 
monthly under the editorship of William M. Steen. This English language 
publication is subtitled in Amharic as Metshet Ethiopia. It carries 
reproductions of good photography on glossy papers. 
On page eight of the August 19L~ issue there is a picture of the 
Emperor, seated with crossed hands on an empty and unlit table staring at 
the photographer. The caption reads in block letters: HIS IMPERIAL 
MAJESTY, THE EMPEROR, TOILS SIXTEEN HOURS PER DAY, PLANNING FOR THE 
BETTERMENT OF HIS COUNTRY AND THE WELFARE OF HIS PEOPLE. 
In the first issue, progress of the country is outlined in all major 
fields.of finance, education, economics, and foreign relations. The first 
issue reviews three years of advancement in the major fields. The same 
issue carries a rather well written article supplemented with good pic-
tures headlined "Ethiopia honours Stalingrad." The story involves Blaten 
1. Library of Congress Catalogue: Ethiopian Review, DT 371, E 86. 
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Getta Lorenzo Taezaz, Ethiopian Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary giving a gold-inlaid shield to a Russian celebrity. 
Two guest reporters, David A. Talbot and Thurlow E. Tibbs, then 
contributed polished feature articles to the Review. In reporting an 
interview with Finance Vice Minister, Yilma Deressa, Talbot freely uses 
a live and critical language which he has lost since. 
The Ethiopian Review sold two shillings a copy. Annual subscrip-
tion was one East African pound. The first issue carried no advertise-
ments. The second issue, dated September 19LL and identified as Vol. I, 
No. 2, carried six pieces of advertising from: Radio Addis Ababa, State 
Bank of Ethiopia, J.Premjee and Co., A.Besse and Co., Gellatly Hankey 
and Co. (Sudan) Ltd., and Mitchell Gotts and Co., Ltd. 
The November issue of the Review was still better. The issue ap-
peared as a special coronation publication with skillfully edited color 
pictures. At this juncture David Talbot, the former guest reporter, 
takes over the editorship. But from the outset Mr.Talbot forgot to give 
a table of contents and continued to forget until the March issue of l9L5. 
Instead of improving, the Review degenerated. More and more pictures at 
the cost of written articles cheapened the magazine to a pictograph. The 
February 19L5 issue carried some thirty pictures about half-a-page each. 
Thereafter, an average of · twenty-five quarter-page pictures anpeared in 
issues that kept shrinking in size. In May 19L5, the glossy paper gave 
way to rough and cheap paper. And Editor Talbot started trimming the 
margins with ugly decorations. The Ethiopian Review even lost its good 
picture merit; and in the thirty-six-page issue of May 19L5, the editor 
used a total of sixty-one pictures of so poor quality that one will have 
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difficulty telling the men from the women. The paper kept on degenerat-
ing; full-page pictures of royalties, wasted spaces, and partially used 
pages began to abound. Blue ink was substituted for the conventional 
black ink. Articles became longer in length and fewer in number. Months 
began to elapse with no issues of the Review published. 
Delayed and compiled issue$ continued to appear long after the news 
had ceased to be news. The good glossy paper appeared once again in a 
fifty-five-page January - June issue of 1946 carrying eighty-three pictures. 
The cheap paper soon took over again and appeared in a compiled three 
months issues, September - October - November of 1946, with only twenty-
eight pages. The December 1946 and the January - February 1947 issues 
appeared in only sixteen pages. 
In the two years of 1946 and 1947 six new publications appeared in 
Addis Ababa. Berhanena Salam, which ceased publishing in 1923, was re-
vived in 1946 as an Amharic monthly. But again it ceased publishing in 
1948. 
Two religious monthlies, Zena Bete Kristian and Tekle Hayrnanot, ap-
peared in 1947. These two papers were published. by the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church to speak of and for the dogmas of the State Church. Though printed 
in the popular Amharic language (the Ge 1 ez langua~e is used for church 
services) these mouthpieces of the Church,never obtained a popular accep-
tance, and only a handful know evenaf their very existence. 
In 1947 also appeared the English language Daily News Bulletin, 
and an Amharic weekly magazine,Nuro Bezede (Life with Tact). This 
magazine, privately owned and edited by a Frenchman, Gingold Duprey, died 
in 1948. 
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An Amharic monthly, Alemmn~ Tibeb (The World and 1-Jisdom), and a 
privately owned French weekly, Progres: Economiaue, were founded in 
1950. The Progres Economique was smothered by censorship at the outset 
and disappeared -vlithin a short time. 
In 1952, L1Ethiopie d'Aujourd 1hui was founded. Today it has a 
circulation of 8,500 per issue, the largest for an Ethiopian periodical. 
It is skillfully edited by a liberal Ethiopian and an able Frenchman. It 
apnears every Saturday morning. It has eight pages of six columns each. 
The Amharic text appears on the three columns of the left side of the 
front page and on pages three, four, and five. The French text appears 
on pages two, six, seven, eight and the three columns of the right side 
of the front page. 
The purpose and mission of d 1Aujourd 1hui is explained in every 
copy and issue of its front page masthead: Journal d 1 informations 
generales, economiques, agricoles et industrielle de l 1Ethiopie d 1Aujourd 1 -
hui. 
D1Aujourd 1 hui carries a high percentage of local news. In an issue 
of February 27, 1960, the French section carried four times more, and the 
Amharic section eight times more local news and feature articles than 
foreign news. Advertisements usually appear on page eight and in this 
issue there weve sixty column-inches of advertisements on the back page. 
Addis Ababa has two monthly magazines th~t are currently published. 
Both were founded in 1956. One is in English and the other is in Amharic 
and English. 
Ethiopia Observer, oublished in Britain and Ethiopia, is, to quote 
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from its masthead, "a journal of independent opinion, economics, history 
and the arts. 111 In the words of its editor, Sylvia Pankhurst, "The mission 
of the Ethiopia Observer is to mirror each and every facet of Ethiopia's 
present renaissance. 112 In addition to articles on economics, politics, 
histo~, culture and the arts, each issue contains a diary of Ethiopian 
events. Articles are always slanted in praise of the Emperor. The 
cover of the magazine is painted by Afework Tekle, Ethiopia's Picasso. 
But the paintings are too modern for the taste and understanding of the 
Ethiopian audience. 
The following list indicates this type of article that appeared in 
the Observer: 
No. 1 December 1956 11 0gaden11 
No. 2 March 1957 "Special Issue on Addis Ababa" 
No. 3 February 1957 11 The Ethiopian \.Joman 11 
:t<!o • L March 1957 "Emperor's Eastern Tour" 
No. 5 June 1957 Special Issue on "Industry and 
Progress" 
No. 6 July 1957 Special Issue on "Queen of Sheba" 
1-!o • 7 August 1957 "Ethiopia's First General Election" 
No. 8 September 1957 11Pushkin.'s Ethiopian Ancestry" 
No. 9 August 1957 Special Issue on "Agriculture- I" 
No. 10 Seotember 1957 Special Issue on 11Agricul ture II" 
No. 11 October 1957 Special Issue on "Battle of Adowa 11 
No. 12 November 1957 Special Issue on 11Transport and 
Communication I 11 
Menen is an illustrated monthly magazine in Amharic and English. 
It is published by the Ethiopian Patriotic Association. Printed at the 
Commercial Printing Press, it is a maga~ine of some fifty pages. It 
carries a great many pictures, mostly of the Emperor. The issue of Novem-
ber 1959 carried a total of seventy-five pictures (occupying a space of 
1. Printed in London by Percy Brothers, Ltd., The Hotspur Press. 
2. Ethiooia Observer, December 1956, p. 2. 
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1900 sq. inches) of which thirteen (occupying ~00 sq. inches) were of the 
Emperor. The issue of December 1959 carried a total of seventy-two pic-
tures (occupying 1913 sq. inches) of which thirty-six (occupying 1275 
sq. inches) were on the Emperor. The magazine is popularly branded as a 
pictoral biography of the Emoeror. 
Menen carries some advertisements. The December 1959 issue carried 
ten items occupying a total of 630 sq. inches. The November 1959 issue 
carried eight advertisements occupying fifty-nine sq. inches of space. 
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CHAPI'ER IV 
Daily Newspapers 
Addis Ababa has three daily newspapers. Three, four-page six-column 
weeklies became morning dailies early in 1959. Addis Zemen is in Amharic, 
edited by Wolde Giorgia Wolde Yohannis, a native Ethiopian. It is widely 
read by the influential nobility whose activities it exoounds. The 
Ethiopian Herald is in English. It is edited by David Talbot, a Negro 
American. It is mainly read by youn-~ and educated Ethiopians and 
English speaking foreigners residing in the country. The Voice of 
Ethiopia is an Amharic and Snglish language daily. It is edited by Percy 
Richard, a British Canadian. 
An analysis (a summary of news content) of a week 1s issue of the 
daily newspaper is given in the following pages. The six issues analyzed 
are those from Monday, February 22, 1960 to Saturday, February 27, 1960. 
There are no Sunday papers in Addis Ababa. 
Addis Zemen carri"s a greater amount of advertising, home news, and 
feature articles than the other dailies. In addition, Addis Zeman carries 
what is classified on the chart as "Special Content.n This is composed 
of miscelaneous writings, historical accounts, and oddities devoid of 
any current news. 
The Ethiopian Herald and The Voice of Ethiopia carry about an equal 
amount of advertising and home news. Addis Zemen carries more than three 
times the advertising than the other two tailies, but 90 per cent of its 
ads are legal notices paid for by the Ministry of Justice. The other 
dailies are not permitted to carry such advertisements. 
The Voice carries the biggest amount of foreign news and the smallest 
64 
amount of feature articles. Addis Zemen carries the smallest amount of 
foreign news, less than one-fifth of the Herald and about one-seventh 
of the Voice. 
The weekly average percentage for Addis Zemen showed 26% advertis-
ing, 18.5% home news, 35.3% feature articles, 11.2% foreign news, and 9% 
special contents. The Herald showed 7.8% advertising, 13.5% home news, 
21.4% feature articles, and 57.3% foreign news. The Voice showed 8% 
advertising, 14% home news, 1.7% feature articles, and 76.3% foreign news. 
There is a tendency to cram home news on the front page. Some 
70% of the front pages is about the Emperor, his 'rr..Visdom" and his acti-
vities. There is an article or a picture, usually both, about the 
Emperor and his family every day in each and every issue. 
From February 22 to 26, Addis Zeman and the Herald carried the 
Emperor's picture on their front pages every single day. Meanwhile, 
the Voice carried no picture of any kind. 
The following summaries of news content shows averages in percentage 
for the week of February 22 to 27. 
Addis Zemen 
Ethiopian 
Herald 
Voice of 
--!thiOpia 
Adver-
tise-
ments 
26 
8 
Home 
News 
18.5 
13.5 
Feature 
Articles 
11.2 
76.3 
Special 
Content 
9 
Picture 
News 
6 out of 10 are on 
the Emperor 
6 out of 9 are on 
the Emperor 
Only one picture on 
Billy Graham 
l..t'\ 
'-() 
Monday, February 22,1960 
ADVERTISEMENTS EDITORIAL COLUMN 
Name of Home Feature Foreign Special 
Newspaper Remarks News Articles News Content Pictures 
Addis Notices plus 
Zeman 4 ·~square inches 
on Chinese aero-
bats 27 13 26 10 24 Emperor 
Front page 
Ethiopian 
Herald 7 items on 
pages 2, 3, 
and 4 6 30 22 L2 
--
Emperor 
Front page 
Voice of 
inhiopia 2 items on 
page 4 10 24 11 55 
--
None 
\,() 
\,() 
Name of 
Newspaper 
Addis 
Xemen 
Ethiopian 
Herald 
---
Voice of 
Etfi1opii 
Tuesday, February 23, 1960 
ADVERTISEMENTS EDITORIAL COLUMN 
Home Feature Foreign 
Remarks News Articles · 7 News 
Notices plus 
2 sq. in. on 
theater 26 20 LL 10 
On pages 
2, 3, L, 
and 5 5 7 25 63 
Advertise-
ment carried 
on page 4 10 2L 66 
Special 
Content Pictures 
Emperor (Front Page) 
Emperor 1 s Plane 
(Page 2) 
Emperor (2 pictures) 
(Front page) 
None 
r-
'() 
Wednesday, ~~tll'_~a_z·y· 26, 1960 
ADVERTISEMH:NTS EDITORIAL COLUMN 
Name of Home Feature Foreign Special 
Newspaoer Remarks News Articles News Content Pictures 
Addis Notices plus 
Zemen 3-1/L sq. in. 
on Scotch 
whisky 27 18 37 8 10 Emperor 
(2 pictures) 
(Front page) 
Ethiopian 
Herald six items on 
pages 3 and L L lL 20 62 
--
Emperor 
(2 pictures) 
(Front page) 
Voice of 
Ethiopia Advertise-
ment carried 
on page L 1 10 
--
89 
--
None 

"' \.() 
Name of 
Newspaper 
Addis 
zemen 
Ethiopian 
Herald 
Voice of 
miOpia 
Friday, February 26, 1960 
ADVERTISEMENI'S 
Remarks 
Notices 
8 items on 
pages 3 
and 4 
Advertise-
ment carried 
2.5 
8 
on page L 6 
Home 
News 
13 
.5 
EDITORIAL COLUMN 
Feature 
Articles 
4.5 
18 
Foreign 
News 
8 
59 
9L 
Special 
Content 
9 
Pictures 
Emperor (Front page) 
j.:inister of Finance 
(Page 2) 
Emperor and Empress 
(Front page) 
VW car (Page L) 
0 
['--
Name of 
Newspaper 
Addis 
Zemen 
Ethiopian 
Herald 
Voice of 
Ethiopia 
Saturday, February~?, 1960 
ADVERTISEMENTS EDITORIAL COLUMN 
Home Feature Foreign 
Remarks News Articles News 
Notices plus 
21 sq. in. 25 19 ~0 16 
on Aspro. 
11 items on 
pages 3 
and L 7 22 lL 57 
Advertise-
ment carried 
on page L 11 12 
-- 77 
Special 
Content Pictures 
--
None 
--
Billy Graham 
(Page L) 
--
Billy Graham 
(Page 2) 
Speaking of front pages, Addis Zem~n carried, for the week of 
February 22 to 27 an average of seven headlines per issue~ the Herald 
thirteen headlines; and the English section of the Voice carried seven 
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headlines per issue. The dailies seldom, or never, carry a "common news" 
article. Analysis of a week's issue of the Ethiopian dailies revealed 
that no common news was carried by all three on any day of the week. On 
Monday, February 22, the Herald wrote about "Eisenhower to Become a 
Godfather;" the Voice wrote "Eisenhower Starts S.American Tour. 11 On 
February 27 the main news in Addis Zemen was that the Emperor had sent 
condolence to Lord Moutbatten. In the Herald the day's news was about 
pilots in pleasure flight in Ethiopian scenery~ and in the Voice, the 
news was that Margaret (English Princess) would wed a court photographer. 
The reasons for this lack of common news is mainly due to lack of 
corr~nication facilities, lack of qualified workers, and the absence of 
enthusiasm of reporting the news while it is news. 
The following pages show headlines illustrating the lack of com-
mon news in a week's issues of Ethiopian daily newspapers. 
ADDIS ~ (NEW ERA.)_ 
Monday, February 22, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY 
RECEIVES SOVIET GIFT 
AIRPLANE 
FEBRUARY 19 ETHIOPIAN HA.RI'YRS 
DAY CELEBRATED 
IMPERIAL PALACE 
JOURNALISTS ASSEMBLE 
CQ!\VENTIONAL DISCIPLINE 
~ITSSILE ALERT STATION 
PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 
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ADDIS ZEMEN (NEW ERA) 
Tuesday, February .23, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS 
OPINION 
IMPERIAL PALACE 
CREDENTIALS PRESENTED 
IT MUST BE REALIZED THAT TO 
KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE STAGES 
(OF CTviLIZATION) AND ADVANCE 
IN KNOWLEDGE REACHED BY PEDPTJE 
INHABITING OTHER PARTS OF THE 
WORLD IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE 
EDUCATIONAL AID 
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ADDIS ZEME:N (NlM ERA)' 
Wednesday, February 24, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
IMPERIAL PALACE 
HIS H1PERIAL MAJESTY VISITS 
N1W CITY FLA..~ OF ADDIS ABABA 
TROPICAL AFRICA 
DIRECTGIRS OF MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION ADJOURN 
GOODBYE 
AGREEMENT SIGNED 
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ADDIS ZEMEN (Nmi ERA) 
Thursday, February 25, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
THEIR ]}1PERIAL MAJESTIES 
CELEBRATE HOLY DAY OF THE VIRGIN 
IHPERIAL PALACE 
TELEGRAMS 
KENYAN OONFERENCE RESULT 
IN LONOON 
DEFENCE POWER 
VISIT OF PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 
CANADIAN MAN-~~DE EARTH SATELLITE 
PERSIA, PAKIS~AN, TURKEY STRANGTHEN RELATF~NS 
75 
Friday, February 26, 1960 
FRON!' PAGE ANALYSIS 
KINGLY VISIT 
ACROBATIC THEATRE IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THEIR. IMPERIAL 
HAJESTIES AT HAILE SELASSIE I THEATRE 
PEOPLE WAITING FOR IMPROVSD LUCK 
WHAT MAKES ONE PLAN DIFFERENT 
FROH ANOTHER IS ONE'S ABILITY TO 
LEARN AND ADVANCE HIS (HER) KNOVJLEDGE 
AMERICA PREPARES '1'0 GO TO 'THE M)ON 
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Saturday, February 27, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
HIS IMPERIAL MAJ?.STY SENDS 
CONDOLENCE TELEGRAMME TO 
LORD MOUNTBA'ITEN 
TREATY SIGNED 
SOCIAL WELFARE VISIT 
THE SACRIFICE DEMANDED BY 
LIFE'S STRUGGLE 
EVERYTHING HAS ITS TIMEl 
PRESIDENT EI5~NHOWER VISITS BRAZIL 
RETURNS HOME 
1. The page on which the text is to continue is not given. 
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THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
Monday, February 22, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
H .I .M. INSPECTS GIFT AIRPLANES 
EDUCATIONAL CHIEFS WIND UP MEE.1'ING 
SOLEMN GERMANY ON MARTYR 1 S DAY 
EMPEROR GRANTS AUDIENCE 
PRESS IDNFERENCE FOLimJS TROPICAL 
AFRICA ED. SESSION 
EISENHO\-JER TO BEroME GODFATHER? 
NEW roNVOY OF ARTISTS ARRIVE HERE 
DIFFICmLT MOMENTS SAID INEVITABLE FOR THE illNGO 
CIGAR BOX SIZE HOME MADE BOHB FOUND IN HADRID 
HIGH RADIOACTIVITY BEING REPORTED FROH FRENCH TEST 
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THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
Tuesday,February 23, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
EMPEROR GRANTS AUDIENCE 
KERELA STATE 1S COALITION 
CABINET NOW SWORN IN 
LIBERIA ISSUES STATEMENT 
ON FRENCH TESTS 
NElffiU DISPELS OOUBT 
ON· CHOU INVITATION 
CHINESE TROUPE LEADER 
GIVES PRESS OONFERENCE 
EHPEROR' S GRANDSON 
HAS BEEN ENGAGED 
MICHAEL SCOTT PLANS 
DISCUSS PEACE CONFAB 
INDIAN PARTY PROPOSES 
GIVE COLD RECEPTION 
TO CHOU EN-LAI 
VISITORS CAGED AS ZOO 
LIONESS IS ON THE SPREE 
EARTHQUAKE STRIKES 
EASTERN ALGERIA 
NEHRU WELCOt.fES MAC 1 S 
STATEMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA 
FRENCH OOMMUNITY REPUBLICS 
BEGIN FEDERATION TALKS 
19 
THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
Wednesday, February 2L, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
H.I.M. INSPECTS 
CITY PLANS 
EMPRESS GRANTS 
AUDIENCE 
ICELANDIC BANK 
RATE OOES UP 
EMPEROR SENDS 
CONOOLENCES TO 
LORD MOUNTBATTEN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND 
ETHIOPIA SIGN TRADE PACT 
DAILY MIRROR LAUDS BRITAIN'S 
A 'I'riTUDE TOWARDS AFRICA 
ITALIAN GOV'T 
EXPECTED TO RESIGN 
LEADING OONGO POLITICIAN 
BAI'lliTED FROM PARTY POST 
PORTUGUESE OBSERVERS 
AT SESSION HERE 
VISIT CITY COLLEGE 
STUDENT LEADERS TO VISIT 
U.S. CAPITAL CITY 
FR1'NCH COHiaJNITY STATES 
PLAN FUR INDEPENDENCE 
HORSE HANDED OVER 
TO ALY KHAN 
U.s. SENATOR STRESSES 
ROLE OF EDUCATION 
T. W .A. 'ID ABOLISH JET SURCHARGE 
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THE ETHIOPIAN H~LD 
Thursday, February 25, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
HIS H1PERIAL MAJESTY 
GRANTS AUDIENCE 
THEIR MAJESTIES ATTEND 
CHURCH SERVICES IN TOWN 
MILITARY FACILITIES FOR 
WEST GERMANY IS OOMMENTED ON 
MYSTERY MEN PHOTOGRAPH 
SECRET MISSILE 
INCREASED CONCERN OVER 
WEST GERMAN MOVE 
MYSTERY SATELITE PROBABLY 
CAPSUI~E OF DISCOVERER FIVE 
NEAR EAST, AFRICAN STUDEN'rS 
VISIT U.S. SUPREME COURT 
SPACE ROCKETS MAY PROVE 
DESTRUm'IVE TO LIFE 
NEHRU BELIEVES 
MEETING CHOU 
VERY DESIRABLE 
U.S. WITHDRAWS 
FROM IDROCCO 
JOURNALISTS TO 
INTERVIEl'J' SEKOU TOURE 
RAMADAN MUST NOT INTERFERE 
WITH PRODUCTION DRIVE 
LATEST CAMEROON VOTES 
FAVOUR FRENCH SIDE 
REACTION TO UGANDA'S 
CONSTITUTIONAL ADVANCE 
KHRUSH~ OPENS TALKS WITH 
PRESI~l SUKARNO 
1. ! missing for lack of space. 
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THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
Friday, Febr~ 26, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
CHINESE ACROBATIC TROUPE 
THRILLS PACKED AUDIENCE 
GOVERIDR OF KENYA LAUDS 
ENVISAGED CONSTITUTION 
COLOURED SOUTH A.lt!tiCAN 
IN OSLO PROGRESSING 
NEHRU SAYS RED 
CHINESE INCLUSION 
IS ILLEGAL 
NORWAY PLANS 
iNCREASED rELATION1 
WITH AFRICA 
PROPOSALS FOR KENYA 
HAVE BEEN PUBLISHEID 
MISSILE RADAR WASTE 
OF TH1E AND MJNEY 
UNIVERSITY OFFICIAL LAUDS 
LIBERIA'S SPEED PROGRESS 
EISENHOWER CONTINUES 
SPECTACULAR TOUR 
TRAINING AREAS TALKS 
BEGIN IN CYPRUS 
NIGERIA REPORTS 
RADIO ACTIVE DEBRIS 
FROH FRENCH TESTS 
1. Note small i and r. 
- -
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THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
Saturday, February 27, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
EMPEROR 
GRANTS 
AUDIENCE 
PILOTS ON PLEASURE FLIGHT 
LAUD ETHIOPIAN SCENERY 
ITALIAN AIRLINES CRASHES 
ON WAY TO NEW YORK 
MBOYA CALLS R>R SELF -RULE 
IN SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME 
AFRI ~ WOMEN SEMINAR 
TO C:ONVENE IN ADDIS ABABA 
AIR TRANSPORT 
AGREEMENT 
IS RATIFIED 
00 UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
USE 11 GHOST 11 WRITERS? 
CHINESE ENVOY CALLS 
ON CROWN PRINCE 
RUSSIA PROPOSES BUILD 
UNIVERSITY OF 1.-JORLD UNITY 
ALITALIA DIRECTOR LEAVES 
FOR PLANE CRASH INQUIRY 
INTER SCHOOL SPORTS COMPETITION 
OPENS THIS AFTERNOON 
ARMY BAND TO GIVE OONCERT 
AT YMCA 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
SEES CHINES1 ENVOY 
WEST GERMAN FORCES CONFIRr1ED 
GIVEN FACILITIES IN FRANCE 
1. Note ! is missing. 
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THE VOICE OF ETHIOPIA 
Honday, February 22, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
UNESCO IS GIVEN 
EDUCATIONAL PLAN 
AUDIENCE IS 
GIVEN ENVOY 
SEVERE QUAKE 
RECORDED HERE 
LOCAL DELEGATES AT 
PARIS AIR HEEI'ING 
EISENHOvrER STARTS 
S. AMERICAN TOUR 
8~ 
THE VOICE OF ETHIOPIA 
Tuesday, February 23, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
RUSSIA READY \{[TH 
GIGA..~TIC ROCKETS 
EHPEROR SEES 
CHINESE ENVOY 
ASTRONAUT TO 
FLY NEXT YEAR 
ARABS ON HOLY MARCH 
TO FREE PALESTINE 
CHINESE ACROBATS 
WILL PERFORM HERE 
WANTS ASIA 
AT SUMMIT 
EMPRESS GRANTS 
TWO AUDIENCES 
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THE VOIJE OF ETHIOPIA 
Wednesday, February 2L, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
H.I.M. GRANTS 
AUDIENCES 
GHANA TAKES STEPS 
TO BECOME REPUBLIC 
SEGNI GOVT. 
MAY RESIGN 
AIR CONFERENCE NOW 
INAUGURATED IN PARIS 
GERMANY SEEKS 
BASES IN SPAIN 
CABINET RESHUFFLE 
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THE VOICE OF ETHIOPIA 
Thursday, February 25, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
TENSION MOUNTS ON 
GERMAN-APAIN MOVE 
TICKER TAPE 
WELCOME IS 
ACCORDED IKE 
ITALY FACES 
GOVT. CRISIS 
CHILLS AND THRILLS 
MAKS AUDIENCE GASP 
SUPREME OOURT 
BACKS NEGROES 
MINE DISASTER 
TOLL MOUNTING 
HOLD REFERENDUM 
87 
THE VOICE OF ETHIOPIA 
Friday, February 26, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI 
TENSION MOUNTING 
ITALIAN PLANE 
TOLL IS HEAVY 
AIR CRASH CASTS 
GLOOM OVER TOUR 
CYPRUS TALKS 
ARE RESUMED 
NORTH POLE IS 
PROBED BY SUB 
BRITISH STAND ON 
BASES GIVEN 
NIKITA Is INDONESIA 
TOUR WIDENING RIFT 
DE GAULLE TOUR 
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THE VOICE OF ETHIOPIA 
Saturday, February 27, 1960 
FRONT PAGE ANALYSIS 
MARGARET \'I'ILL WED 
COURT PHOTOGRAPHER 
PLANE TOLL 
IS IDUNTING 
KHRUSHCHEV WARNS 
JAPAN OVER TREATY 
NOTED JURIST 
LECTURES HERE 
TRAPP:ill MINERS 
THOUGHT 000l1ED 
ISRAEL CONVINCED 
NO WAR HlMINENT 
U.N. SECRETARY 
NOT CONCERNED 
89 
Name of Year of Lang- Fre-
Periodical Foundation uage quengr 
Il Quotidiano 1941 Italian Daily 
Eritreo 
Il Lunedi 
Del lledio 
Oriente 
1942 
Il Bollettino 1944 
Eritrea Demts 
Veritas 
et Vita 
Ethiopia 
Giornal 
dell 1Eritreo 
19US 
1946 
1947 
1951 
Rassegna Ethiopia 
(Ethiopian 1951 
Magazine} 
Federaziane 
Fenote 
Berhan 
Berhan 
Zeman 
Elete Senket 
Il Mattino 
Demti Eritrea 
(Voice of 
Eritrea) 
Allo Zenit 
Jlelikte Selam 
1952 
1952 
1953 
1953 
1958 
~ 
Italian Weekly 
Arabic Weekly 
Italim 
Tigrigna 
Tigrigna Weekq 
Italian Fortnightly 
Arabic Week:V 
Tigrigna 
Italian Daily 
Italian Monthly 
Amharic Yearly 
Italian 
Tigrigna Monthly 
Tigrigna Monthly 
Amharic 
Tigrigna Daily 
Arabic 
Amharic Weekly 
Italian Weekly 
Arabic Weekly 
Tigrigna 
Italian Bi-week~ 
Tigrigna Monthly 
ERITREAN NEWSPAPERS 
(Eritrea was federated with Ethiopia on December 2, 1952.) 
Circula- Pub-
tion (Est.) lisber 
1,000 iritrean 
3,000 
4,000 
2,800 
5,000 
Gov't 
Private 
Eritrean 
Gov't 
UnioniS:. 
Assn. 
Catb:>lic 
Mission of 
Eritrea 
Patriotic 
Association 
Private 
Coptic 
Church 
Catholic 
Church (?) 
Eritrean 
Gov't 
Eritrean 
Gov't 
Eritrean 
Gov't 
lloslem 
Opposition 
Group 
Uni.onist 
Association 
Protestant 
Mission 
Edi-
tor 
Vuer:ich 
Place of 
Publication 
Asmara 
Favino di Asmara 
Santa Croche 
Asmara 
Asmara 
Asmara 
Asmara 
Barbieri Asmara 
Favino di 
Santa Croche Asmara 
Asma.ra 
Asmara 
Asmara 
Mejid Emnai 
G. M. Bisra Asmara 
Asme.ra 
Asmara 
-
Asmara 
.Asma.ra. 
Asmara 
Remarka 
A pro-Ethiopian Italian publication 1Vi th a limited coverage of home 
news and a high percentage of international news. 
Eritrea 's ro st impressive journal. It i s skjllfull.y edited am sells 
for (Eth.) 25¢. 
A four-page tri-lingual weekly with good make-up. 
Pleaded for the re-union of Ethiopia and Eritrea; lost audience and 
readership after the federation in 1952. 
Published by an Eritrean Catholic Church. It speaks of and for 
Catholicism. 
Published by Eritrean Patriotic As so cia ti.on for the Union cf Eritrea 
with Ethiopia. It is a Sunday paper. 
A well-edited afternoon daily. It is a journal of general news for 
the Italian commun11gr in Eritrea. 
A monthly magazine in English & d Italian. 
A sport magazine; expounds the activitiesof the Eritrean Football 
Federation 
A mouthpiece of the Ethiopian Coptic Church for members residing in 
ASmara. 
A religious monthly published by the Catholic Church. 
This is probab:]y ro$ popular morning daily. 
This ie a Sunday paper published in Asmara but mostly read in Addis 
Ababa. 
A morning journal of independent opinion printed at the Francescan 
Printing Press. · 
A political journal; 1954 suspended for 2 years on charges of sedition. 
A privately owned Italian bi-wee~; published human intereS:. storaee. 
This is a SUDday, pro-Ethiopicn weekly. 
A religious periodical speaking of and for the Eritrean Protestant 
Mission, a branch of the Anglican Church. 
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THE BAcK PAGE oF THE EMPERoR's NEWSPAPER 
Notice the advertisement for Stetson H~ts as worn by the Emperor 
Face pagr· 1 63] 
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CHAPI'ER V 
Eritrea And Its Press 
Eritrea belongs to the old Kingdom of Axum. Its territory stretches 
670 miles along the Red Sea coast. Ethiopia made her earliest contacts 
with the civilized worlds of the Mediterranean area, the Greeks, and 
the Portuguese through the historic ports of Adulis, Zaila, and Dahlaq. 
In the tenth century,these outlets were captured by the Turks and 
Ethiopia turned her back on the world. 
In the 1880's Italy colonized the area and named it Eritrea. The 
name is derived from the Greek name for the Red Sea mentioned in an 
early first-century manuscript called The Periplus of ~he Erythrean Sea. 
The Italians occupied Eritrea for 67 years. After the conclusion 
of the war and the defeat of Italy, the problem of the former Italian 
colonies became a world issue. In June 19L5 in the San Francisco Con-
ference, the Ethiopian Delegation formally made all necessary reserva-
tions concerning these colonies. These reservations were recorded again 
at the first session of the General Assembly of the United Nations at 
London in February 19L6. Italy and her friends tried to scuttle Ethiopia's 
legitimate claims for the return of the territory. 
The Peace Treaty was eventually signed in Paris in 1947. Under its 
terms Italy abandoned all right and title to her former colonies. The 
Four Powers failed to agree on a solution concerning the colonies, and 
they referred the matter to the General Assembly of the United Natior,s. 
The General Assembly appointed a United Nations Commission to study the 
91 
Eritrean question. The Commission submitted its reports a year later. 
On December 2, 1950, the Assembly decided that Eritrea should be self-
governing in domestic affairs, but that foreign affairs and trade, defence 
and cownunications be vested in the sovereignty of the Ethiopian Crown. 
The General Assembly also ruled that Eritrea be provided a constitution. 
On September 15, 1952, the British flag was lowered, and Eritrea was 
formally federated with the mother country, Ethiopia. 
The Constitution granted Eritrea freedom of speech and of the 
press,a right Which the mother country was not yet granted. This situa-
tion exerted a pressure, and the mother country enacted a new constitu-
tion in 1955 which nominally granted freedom of speech and of the press. 
Economically, Eritrea is unproductive and parasitic on the Federal 
Government, but her seaports are indispensable for the prestige and 
progress of Ethiopia as a whole. 
By contrast with Ethiopia, Eritrea 11has had a lengthier history of 
newspaper development and a somewhat livelier press. 111 At the present 
time, Eritrea has three dailies, nine weeklies and bi-weeklies, about 
four monthlies, and a few yearly publications. Of these, five papers 
are published in Italian,three in Tigrigna and Arabic, two in Tigrigna, 
one in Amharic,and Arabic, and another one in Amharic only. 
Of the three dailies, one (Zemen)is published in the Tigrigna and 
Arabic languages. It was founded in 1953,and is published by the Eri-
trean Government. It has an estimated circulation of L,ooo and sells for 
5¢ a copy. Zeman is probably the most popular newspaper among the 
Eritrean natives. 
1. Kitchen., op. cit., P• 23. 
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The other two dailies are published in the Italian language. 
Il Quotidiano Eritreo is published by the Eritrean Government. It was 
founded in 1941, and it has now an estimated circulation of 7,000. Its 
main coverage is local news. It holds to the theme that Ethiopia is 11a 
symbol of independence." It sells for 5¢ a copy. 
The third daily, Giornole Dell 1 Eritreo, sells for 10¢ a copy. It 
was founded in 1951 and is a private organ of the Italian community in 
Eritrea. It has a very limited influence among the native population. 
This is probably the most skillfully written paper of the dailies. 
Among the weeklies, Il Lunedi is the most impressivs. It has ten 
pages and its large size measures 15-1/2 x 21-1/2 inches. It is skill-
fully edited and very well written. It was founded in 1942 as a private 
paper. It sells for 25¢ a copy. 
Among the other weeklies a few deserve mention. Ethiopia, a four-
column Tigrigna-Arabic weekly, was founded in 1947, and it is published 
by the Unionist Party. It reportedly receives financial support from 
the Ethiopian Government. Il M8ttino is published by the Eritrean 
Government and claims to be a journal of independent opinion. It also 
clai~s a circulation of 5,000 copies a week at 10¢ a copy. Its four 
pages carry a high percentage of world news. Andenet is an Amharic-
Arabie weekly. The Amharic text usually appears on the first three pages 
and Arabic text on the fourth page. It elaborates on social news and 
piles its praises on the Emperor, a phenomenon that is uncommon among 
Eritrean papers. The Voice of Eritrea, a Tigrigna-Arabic bi-lingual 
paper, is the only true partisan one in the entire country. It is pub-
lished by the Moslem opoosi tion party which is adversely critical of the 
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Federal Government. It was "suspended in 195~ for two years on charges 
of sedition.nl 
All the Eritrean papers are published in Asmara. By contrast with 
the Addis Ababa papers, the Eritrean papers carry a higher percentage of 
advertisements. 
Eritrean seems to be ahead of Ethiopia in journalistic developments. 
It has a freer press, a politically minded audience and a lengthier his-
tory of journalism. 
1. Kitchen, op. cit., p. 26. 
CONCLUSION 
In form, Ethiopia wears all the paraphernalia of a modern government. 
In substance, the country is a feudal empire steadily emerging into a 
police state. There exists a nominal parliament and a constitution. These 
were granted as a propaganda gesture to make the absolute monarchy appear 
democratic. The Emperor is still absolute with the right to dissolve 
parliament at will. He is unchecked and unchallenged by any constitu-
tional right of the people. 
A handful of nobility and clergy own more than four-fifths of the 
farm land. The mass of people, peasants, pay almost two-thirds of their 
income in taxes to the government and in dues to their landlords. 
It is very well for the Ethiopian Government to say that it has 
granted the people a constitution. But what about the unconstitutional 
ways of liquidating opposition and silencing the press. 
Ethiopia is a land of many problems and few solutions. The biggest 
problem is the absolute and feudal power of the monarchy. It is true 
that lack of communication facilities, shortage of skilled labour, and 
the poverty and illiteracy of the people have hampered the development 
of the press. However, the biggest hinderance to the growth of the 
Ethiopian press comes from the op-:Josl.tion of the monarchy to the emergence 
of a free press. The Ethiopian press does not print what the people want 
to know. Rather, it publishes what the Government wants known. The 
people of Ethiopia want a press that would not only speak to them but 
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also for them. They want a press that would reflect public opinion. 
At present, among many dull things in Ethiopia, the dullest are the 
newspapers. If you have read one, you have read them all. Everything 
published in the country rings with eulogy. Almost every issue of every 
newspaper and magazine hails the "wisdom of the Emperor," the audiences 
he has granted, and the places he has visited. To say the least, this 
sameness is monotonous. 
The Ethiopian monarchy must undergo a sincere change of heart to 
dissolve its absolute power. If not, Ethiopia would be moderni~ed and 
her press would be freed by revolution rather than by evolution. 
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